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CITY LIGHTS

US to lift travel curbs 
for fully vaccinated 
foreigners from Nov  
WASHINGTON: The US will lift all
restrictions for fully vaccinated inter-
national travellers, including from
India, from November 8 but they will
have to show proof of a negative coro-
navirus test before boarding a flight to
the country, the White House has
announced. The updated travel guide-
lines issued on Monday also include
new protocols around testing. To fur-
ther strengthen protections, unvacci-
nated travellers – whether US citizens,
permanent residents or the small
number of accepted unvaccinated for-
eign nationals – will now need to test
within one day of departure. PTI

Study finds ‘robust’ 
evidence that Covid 
is seasonal infection
LONDON:  Covid-19 may be a seasonal
infection linked to low temperatures
and humidity, much like seasonal
influenza, according to new “robust”
evidence found by researchers. The
study, recently published in the jour-
nal Nature Computational Science,
also supports the considerable contri-
bution of airborne SARS-CoV-2 trans-
mission and the need to shift to meas-
ures that promote “air hygiene.” A
research team led by the Barcelona
Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal),
Spain, noted that a key question
regarding SARS-CoV-2 is whether it is
behaving, or will behave, as a seasonal
virus like influenza, or whether it will
be equally transmitted during any
time of the year. PTI

Japan’s princess Mako 
gives up title as she 
marries commoner
TOKYO:  Japan’s Princess Mako, the
niece of the emperor, married college
sweetheart Kei Komuro on Tuesday,
giving up her royal title and saying she
was determined to build a happy life
with her “irreplaceable” husband after
a tumultuous engagement. “I’m aware
that there are various views on our
marriage. I feel very sorry for those
(for) whom we have caused trouble
...,” said Mako, who will from now be
known as Mako Komuro, having had
to give up her royal title after marry-
ing a commoner, in line with Japanese
law. REUTERS
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WORD POWER

Imperceptible
Im-per-sep-tuh-buhl 

Adjective

Meaning: So slight, gradual, or subtle as not 
to be perceived. 

Origin: Late Middle English from French, or 
from medieval Latin imperceptibilis, from in- 
‘not’ + perceptibilis, from the verb percipere. 

Synonyms: impalpable, inappreciable, 
indistinguishable, insensible 

Antonyms: appreciable, discernible, palpa-
ble, perceptible, ponderable, sensible 

Usage: His head moved in an almost imper-
ceptible nod. 

average.
There were many heat extremes,

including an all-time record of 38
degrees Celsius at Russia’s Verkhoy-
ansk, which is the highest tempera-
ture recorded anywhere north of the
Arctic Circle, according to the report.

The South and East Asian summer
monsoons were both unusually
active last year, combined with fre-
quent tropical cyclones, caused
floods and landslides, leading to loss
of life and displacement in many
countries. 

(Related report on p4) HTC

Cars submerged in floodwaters at the Jim 

Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand on 

October 19 AP FILE
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NEW DELHI: India lost $87 billion last
year due to natural disasters such as
tropical cyclones, floods and
droughts, according to the World
Meteorological Organization’s
(WMO) “State of the Climate in Asia”
report released on Tuesday. The
development came just days before a
UN-led summit on climate change,
COP26, starts in Glasgow, Scotland.

The disasters that hit India
resulted in an average annual loss
(AAL) of several hundred billion dol-
lars, as estimated by the United
Nations Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), which the WMO referred to
in its report. China recorded the high-
est loss, at $238 billion, followed by
$87 billion in India and $83 billion in
Japan. The highest AALs were associ-
ated with drought, the WMO said.

The report also highlighted the
impact of climate change days ahead
of the COP26 UN summit that begins
on October 31, saying that last year
was the warmest year on record in
Asia with a mean temperature 1.39
degrees Celsius above the 1981-2010

Natural disasters cost India $87 bn last year, 
says WMO State of Climate in Asia report

Shah pays tribute to 
CRPF jawans killed in 
2019 Pulwama attack 
SRINAGAR: Union home minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday paid homage
to 40 CRPF jawans who were killed in
the deadly Pulwama terror attack in
February 2019, an incident which had
nearly brought India and Pakistan to
the brink of war. 

Shah, who was on a four-day visit
to the Union Territory, laid a floral
wreath at the memorial constructed
last year for the victims of the attack
carried out by Jaish-e-Mohammad.

The home minister was scheduled
to return to Delhi on Monday, but
extended his stay to spend the night
with CRPF jawans at CRPF Campus
in Lethpora in Pulwama. The venue
is at a stone’s throw distance from
the site of the deadly car bomb attack.

Shah’s visit to the martyrs memo-
rial has an added layer of symbolism
as it comes on a day marking 74 years
of Jammu and Kashmir’s accession to
India.

Following the abrogation of Article
370 in 2019, October 26 has been
declared a public holiday in the
Union Territory. PTI

12,428 new Covid-19 
cases reported, 
lowest in 238 days 
NEW DELHI: India saw a single-day rise
of 12,428 new Covid-19 cases, the low-
est in 238 days, while the active cases
declined to 1,63,816, according to the
Union health ministry data updated
on Tuesday.

With the fresh cases, the total tally
climbed to 3,42,02,202, while the
death toll climbed to 4,55,068 with
356 fresh fatalities, according to the
data updated at 8 am. Kerala has rec-
onciled 228 fatalities from the previ-
ous period, officials said, adding that
53 deaths have been reported from
the state in the last 24 hours.

The daily rise in new coronavirus
infections has been below 30,000 for
31 straight days and less than 50,000
daily new cases have been reported
for 120 consecutive days now.

The active cases comprise 0.49% of
the total infections, the lowest since
March 2020, while the national Cov-
id-19 recovery rate was recorded at
98.18%, the highest since March 2020,
the ministry said. The daily positivity
rate was recorded at 1.10%, according
to the ministry. PTI

WISE WORDS »
Character is like a tree and reputation like 
a shadow. The shadow is what we think 
of it; the tree is the real thing. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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JPS, FBD, TEACHERS HOST 
FRUIT & VEGETABLE FIESTA

The educators at Jiva Public School (JPS), 
Faridabad, organised a fruit and vegetable 
fiesta for its 
students to 
teach them 
about the 
significance of 
fruits in their 
daily diet. The 
year 2021 has 
been declared 
as the International Year of Fruits and Vegeta-
bles by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco) 
to raise awareness about the nutritional and 
health benefits.                                       More on p2
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City’s rainfall recorded this 
year is highest since 1901
NEW DELHI: Having already received 1,502.8 mm
of rainfall so far this year, Delhi is poised to
break the all-time record for annual precipita-
tion. According to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the national capital gauged
1,534.3 mm of rainfall in 1933, the highest
annual precipitation in the 1901-2021 period.
This is only the fourth time in 121 years – after
1933, 1964 and 1975 – that Delhi has received
more than 1,200 mm of rainfall. The Safdarjung
Observatory, considered the official marker for
the city, has recorded 1,502.8mm of rainfall till
Monday evening. It is the second-highest rainfall
in the capital since 1901 when the IMD started
maintaining data, an official said. To put things
into perspective – Delhi had recorded 773.2mm
of rainfall last year. PTI

Demand for reopening of 
DU campus grows louder
NEW DELHI: The chorus for reopening the Delhi
University campus has grown louder with sev-
eral teachers and students demanding resump-
tion of offline teaching as the Covid-19 situation
has normalised in the national capital. The uni-
versity, however, plans to tread a cautious path
and is awaiting guidelines from the Delhi Dis-
aster Management Authority (DDMA). Mem-
bers of the All India Students’ Association are
on a 48-hour hunger strike to press for their
demand of reopening the campus for students.
Akshit Dahiya, president of the Delhi Univer-
sity Students’ Union, said laboratory classes
resumed for final-year students last month but
the attendance is still poor. “Online classes do
not fulfil the same objectives as offline teach-
ing,” he said. PTI

IIT Delhi to offer MTech in 
Machine Intelligence 
NEW DELHI: The Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Delhi will start a new post graduate pro-
gramme focused on artificial intelligence from
next year, according to officials. “The School of
Artificial Intelligence (ScAI) at IIT Delhi will
start a new post graduate programme focused
on artificial intelligence. IIT Delhi’s Senate, the
faculty body responsible for taking all major
educational decisions, has approved the pro-
posed programme titled “M Tech in Machine
Intelligence and Data Science (MINDS),” a top
official of the institute said. MTech in MINDS
will be a flagship educational programme for
the school and is expected to begin in July
2022. This will be the second degree offered by
the department. Earlier, the school started a
PhD in Artificial Intelligence. PTI

This year marks only the fourth time in 121 years – 
since 1933, 1964 and 1975 – that Delhi has received 
more than 1,200 mm of rainfall PTI FILE

The Milky Way.  The discovery of the first planet 
outside our galaxy is significant because nearly 5,000 
exoplanets  which have been found so far are located 
within the Milky Way. SHUTTERSTOCK

located 28 mn light-years away

A FIRST: PLANET FOUND IN A FIRST: PLANET FOUND IN 
GALAXY BEYOND MILKY WAY GALAXY BEYOND MILKY WAY 
The possible Saturn-sized planet spotted by Nasa’s Chandra X-Ray Telescope 
is part of the Messier 51 galaxy, that is also known as the Whirlpool galaxy. >P5
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The student council event  was live-streamed on YouTube and Facebook  

The student council members of Jain
Bharati Mrigavati Vidyalaya (JMV),
GTK Road, assumed the mantle of
leadership during a virtual event. 

JMV co-chairman DK Jain, man-
ager Manish Kumar Jain, principal
Anupma Bhardwaj, former Meghal-
aya DGP SK Jain (retired IPS officer),
PTA executive committee vice-chair-
person Anand Dhiman, alumni Sim-
ran Jain (fashion designer) and
Shraddha Khapra (Microsoft soft-
ware engineer), students, their par-
ents and teachers attended the event.
The event was live-streamed on You-
Tube and Facebook platforms. 

The event began with the invoking
of the blessings by the chanting of the
pious Namokar Mahamantra.  There-
after the council members were
introduced. The House Flag and

School Flag ceremonies added to the
grandeur of the occasion. Bhardwaj
administered the oath to the cabinet.

The head boy and head girl (senior
section) shared their mission of
upholding the legacy of the Vidyalaya
and realising the vision of Acharya
Vijay Vallabh Surishwarji Maharaj
and Sadhvi Shree Mrigavatiji Maha-
raj. This was followed by an excellent
dance performance by JMV artists. 

The guest alumni expressed their
exuberance at being invited  and felt
proud of their alma mater. They
emphasised on the role of school’s
core values -- vinay (politeness), vivek
(wisdom) and vishwas (faith) -- in the
shaping of one’s personality. 

The programme culminated with a
vote of thanks proposed by JMV head
boy Akant Ratan. 

Inspire School, Paschim Vihar, cele-
brated the festive season with a lot of
zeal and festive fervor. That event
resonated with spectacular perform-
ances of victory of good over evil. 

On that occasion, the students took
part in a plethora of activities which
varied from musical ballet, story
yoga, Ramayana skits, to dance and
recitation. All those activities per-
formed by the students left everyone
spellbound.

The soulful and pious spirit

enhanced the occasion. The skits
reverberated with thought-provoking
presentations by the students. 

The school believes in the equita-
ble access to quality education which
is of paramount importance for the
holistic development of a child. 

The school teachers keep the stu-
dents engaged and motivated
through their structured plans and
goals for the students to help them
(the students) acquire creativity, ora-
tory and organizational skills and vir-
tues. 

The holistic development of the
child is of utmost priority for the
school. It is achieved through online
learning as it is the panacea for the
kids in the new normal in the Cov-
id-19 times. 

The celebration of festivals is a
reminder to live in harmony as it fos-
ters good values like humility, perse-
verance, kindness, empathy and
many more. Inspirians were given
the perspective that one can learn
from each character. 

Inspire School, Paschim Vihar, 
celebrates festive season

The students took part in a plethora of activities

The educators at Jiva Public School
(JPS), Faridabad, organised a fruit
and vegetable fiesta for its students to
teach them about the significance of
fruits in their daily diet.

The year 2021 has been declared as
the International Year of Fruits and
Vegetables by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (Unesco) to raise
awareness about the nutritional and
health benefits

The fiesta began with the educa-
tors introducing the students to cool
and soothing watermelon and mint
mojito, fruit ice-cream, kiwi, corn, ,
mango and vegetables sprouts and
many more that are part and parcel
of learning and activity plan. 

The playful learning and activity
included various aids and tools for an
everlasting knowledge. The kids were
first introduced with a fruit and were
asked to draw and colour it in their
scrapbooks. It raised their interest
level. With their teachers, they learnt
how to prepare watermelon mojito or
mango shake, enhancing their culi-
nary skills. 

The kids took part in an interactive
discussion on the fruit wherein the
teachers skillfully informed them
about its health benefits, explaining
the biological and geographical place
of origin. 

The ‘grandma tale activity’ mes-
merised the toddlers and they also
enjoyed the ‘kiwi party’. They learnt
about slicing and decorating ideas,
besides the basic table manners and
right usage of cutlery. 

The fun and frolic was further
extended by engaging them into
other interesting activities such as
crafts work, singing and reciting, and
watching the visuals through rele-
vant videos.

Such a detailed fun-filled learning
activity helped the toddlers learn
about the importance of fruits in
their regular diet, take precautions
and use home remedies for minor ail-
ments such as mint mojito for cold.

Playing and learning are natural
for the children. Play-based learning
is driven by intrinsic motivation and
creates a free environment for exper-
imentation and team work and
enriches key skills such as enquiry,
expression and creativity. 

One of the salient features at JPS is
to impart knowledge to its students
for their holistic development in a
playful and interesting manner. Its 

pedagogy stimulates the learners
to explore every realm of knowledge
-- be it the origin, history or geogra-
phy, with a judicious inclusion of
technology for visuals through rele-
vant videos. 

JPS, Fbd, teachers host 
fruit & vegetable fiesta 
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The children took part in a number of interesting activities during the event
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Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each
of the digits from 1 to 
5. No number is to be 
repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-out
lined cells contain a hint 
of a number and one of 
the mathematical sym-
bols + x - /. The number 
is the result of the 
operation represent-
ed by the symbol to the 
digits contained. 

SUDOKU

SCRAMBLE

MATHDOKU

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

MATHDOKU SOLUTION

SCRAMBLE Solution Words:

Avail, Lisle, bonnet, blonde

Answer: It is easier to abstain than to restrain. – French Proverb

*

*

*

*

Amrita Bharati Features

Solve the four 
anagrams and
move one
letter to each
square to form 
four ordinary  
words

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the 
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

COMPLETE THE PICTURE

It is easier to ___ than to restrain. – French Proverb (7)

Answer: b.

ILVAA

ELLIS

BENONT

DELNOB

*

*

Which jigsaw piece completes the picture?

*

MIND GAME

A girl poses for a photograph in front of ‘The Hero Monument’ sculpture 
made by Italian sculptor Sergio Furnari, in Manhattan’s Grand Army Plaza 
in New York on Monday. A symbol of hope and love, this sculpture has been 
dedicated to the health care workers around the world. AP

‘MONUMENTAL’ TRIBUTE
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Universal Mentors Association
(UMA) in association with Asia
Africa Consortium (AAC) will host
the 2nd K-12 Edu Leaders Summit,
India’s biggest school leaders’ sum-
mit, in New Delhi on Saturday. It is
India’s one of the biggest offline con-
ferences in the education sector, with
the participation of over 150 schools.

The day-long conference with over
renowned 50 speakers from across
the country will throw light on the
Covid-19 pandemic and its impact on
education fraternity. 
Various education leaders will dis-
cuss the strength, weakness, opportu-
nities and threats in the current edu-
cation scenario, especially when the
schools have started to reopen, and
the role of technology and its impact
on the education. 

The objective of event is to interact
physically with the speakers, attend-
ees and more than 10 technology
partners who will discuss the future
of education. 

This event will also witness partici-
pation from CBSE (Central Board of
Secondary Education), NCERT
(National Council of Educational
Research and Training), NSDC
(National Skill Development Corpora-
tion) and other key government bod-
ies. 

Besides CBSE director Dr Biswajit
Saha, over 50 CEOs, owners and prin-
cipals of the K-12 segment, more than
10 government authorities and over
10 partners from Ed-Tech Space will
also attend the event.

The highlights of the inaugural ses-
sion will be the launch of AAC, educa-
tion magazine Source, the peace
ambassador project, and the safe
school certification followed by a
media interaction session. 

There will be three panels discus-
sions on the key issues faced by the
schools and the way forward for the
reopening of schools. 

In addition, there will also be a
round table discussion with 15 school
principals who will discuss about the
key issues and solutions in the K-12
segments. 

In the award ceremony, the top 50

CBSE schools of North India will be
awarded for their exemplary work in
the Covid-19 times. Peace ambassa-
dors across the world will be
appointed during the peace ambassa-
dor coronation event. 

The event partners are: gold part-
ner Jabra, mentoring partner Dr
Varun Gupta, education technology
partner Practically, music partner
Torrins, supporting partner The
Puri’s Global Immigration, associate
partners Apar Technologies, Con-
nexrm and Quest, and exhibitors Sen-
eca College, Law School Admission
Council and Education Initiatives,
and media partner Postman News. 

The new appointees of Peace
Ambassadors 2021 in accordance
with the UNSDG goals of promoting
peace, equality, health, education and
global partnership for sustainable
growth and well being are: Rock-
woods Group of School director
Deepak Sharma, Immiglobal Services
Pvt Ltd director Rajeev Tiwari,
Jagran Group of Institutions CEO Dr
Chandrashekhar DP, Kamal Model Sr
Sec School principal Vandana Tan-
don, Pinnacle International School

principal Arun, and Delhi Interna-
tional School principal Dr Priti Ojha.

AAC founder and renowned edu-
cationist Dr Varun Gupta informed
that these profiles have been short-
listed under the category of Promo-
tion of Peace through Education. We
appreciate their great work and are
hopeful that these dignitaries will
continue spreading the message of
peace, love, humanity and brother-
hood throughout the country. These
young leaders have an excellent track
record of promoting peace building,
conflict resolution, and community
building.

Despite the health, social and eco-
nomic challenges posed by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, these peace ambas-
sadors have used their experience
and expertise to create meaningful
change, said Dr Gupta.

UMA founder Sandeep Gulati said
it is the need of the hour that we dis-
cuss the reopening of schools post-
Covid and the necessary steps to be
taken by schools to not only ensure
the safety of the students but also giv-
ing emphasis on the learning out-
comes for the students.

Focus on impact of Covid-19 on 
education and role of technology

During the October-30 summit, the education leaders will discuss various aspects of the 
current education scenario, especially when the schools have started reopening, and the 
role of technology and its impact on the education (REPRESENTATION AL IMAGE) SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

It was a proud moment for Little
Flowers Public Sr. Sec School
(LFPS), Shivaji Park, when its man-
aging director Rohit Dua was hon-
oured with the certificate of appreci-
ation by prestigious and leading
organization Optimal Media Solu-
tions for his excellent contributions
in the field of education  . 

The award was given to highlight
the top effective ‘Times Education
Icons’ under the Challengers cate-
gory. The school was felicitated fir
securing Rank 4.  Principal Neeta
Dua congratulated Rohit Dua for his
achievement. Manager CM Patel
lauded the LFPS team for its com-
mendable endeavour and gave her
best wishes for its future success.

The apt intensity of eminence and
a prestigious platform is all it entails
to bring the exceptional efforts
taken by innovative leaders for
inspiring the future education of the
world to their due adulation.

 LFPS, SHIVAJI PARK, 
MANAGING 
DIRECTOR GETS 
CERTIFICATE OF 
EXCELLENCE   

School managing director Rohit Dua, 
right, was honoured by  prestigious 
organisation Optimal Media Solutions

JMV, GTK Road, students 
take up mantle of leadership 
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Students keeping 
their spirits high 
with art and verse

Students are giving free rein to their 
imagination by indulging in artistic 
works such as paintings and poetry. 
Along with studies, students are 
engaging in creativity. Here are some 
wonderful works done by children.

Vanshika Lamba, Class 8 A, 
Adarsh Public School,Vikaspuri

>

Kumlesh Guglani
Class 11 E, 

St. Mark’s Sr Sec
Public School

Janakpuri

>

Atharva Tyagi, 
Class 4 A, 
DAV Public 
School, Sector 14, 
Faridabad

<

Nachiketa
Dwivedi 

Class 4, 
St. Columba’s

School, 
Ashok Place

>

Aarav Arora, 
Class 6 B, 
Rukmini Devi 
Public School, 
Pitampura

<
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Struggle for freedom
The chains, with which we were once trammelled, are now broken.
Today we breathe free in our country so beautiful.
From the deep blue oceans,
To the snowflakes on a mountain,
Everything appears flawless,
In this newly found freedom.
The sky appears boundless,
The aura is filled,
With the scent of liberty.
Today we stand here as people not bondsmen.
The eyes which had seen,
The departure of their kin to the beyond,
Are now filled with tears of victory.
The scars of long fought battels and prejudice, are now healing.
The myriad of martyrs finally ends here.
The golden bird can finally stretch its wing
And fly heights above heights
In the unceasing celestial sphere.
But, Oh there! What do we see!
The golden bird can’t reach the heights.
Its wings are still bruised from the past.
It is unaware of the hurdles,
The present and the future hold.
From what is known, freedom reigns our land,
But are we truly free?
We won’t be free unless,
Each one of us is liberated
Of all the humanly sins and repugnant actions.
We won’t be free as long as,
The innocent souls are followed
By baleful shadows.
We won’t be free unless,
Those who don’t confine themselves
Within brackets of “girls” and “boys”
Feel safe and at home.
We won’t be free as long as,
Taboos massacre imagination.
We won’t be free unless,
We place humanity above all.
We won’t be free as long as,
The cruel lords enjoy the warmth of luxury
While the helpless poor shiver on the streets.
In the book of freedom,
The past was just a few chapters.
The story is yet to be written.
The ending is yet to be found.
The greater struggle is yet to come,
With greater minds and hearts
Forged ahead to make this land free.
For there is no covenant
That freedom once found cannot be lost.
The struggle for liberation
Is prolonged.
Many have been lost and will still be lost
To this greater cause.
The past doesn’t dampen our spirits
The future doesn’t appal us
The present awaits us
Its our turn to keep this land safe
And never cease
to fight for our share, our right
and our freedom.

Shambhavi Gupta, Class 10 E, Ryan

International School, Vasant Kunj
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C
ouples planning t

o tie the

knot thismonth a
re in a

bind following th
e impo-

sition of night cur
few from

10pm to 5am inD
elhi and 8pm

to 7am inMumba
i, to stem

Covid-19 in both c
ities.

While some have
decided to

postpone the date
again, others

areweighing alte
rnate solu-

tions, with daywe
ddings being

touted as one. “Th
emoment it

was announced, w
e received a

call from the venu
e tomove the

function to the da
y, but it

might be difficult
,” says Sau-

rabhAswal, who
is getting

married onApril
25.

For Abhishek Pat
eria, who

took twomonths
off fromhis

chats. Hopefully,
next birthday, Im

ight

have a party and e
ven then, I’ll ensu

re

everyone gets the
ir Covid vaccine c

ertif-

icates,” quips the
Rangbaaz actor.

Saleem, who cam
e toMumbai from

Delhi 10 years ago
, admits he has

changed. “I was a
typical Delhi boy

who

loved to get into f
ights and rodemy

car

with blaringmus
ic. But since I cam

e to

Mumbai, the bras
h Delhi boy has b

een

replaced by one le
arning everyday.

I’ve

gone from streng
th to strength, be

itmy

acting ability or a
s a person,” he sa

ys. At

33, ismarriage on
hismind at all? “M

y

mumasksme abo
ut shaadi everyda

y. I

am finding neww
ays to avoid this q

ues-

tion. One should n
ever say never. Ho

pe-

fully sometime,” h
e concludes.

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha.ra
wal@hindustanti

mes.com

ince the beginnin
g of 2021,

Pulkit Samrat ha
s been shoot-

ing nonstop for h
is projects, be

in Mumbai, Delh
i or Agra. The

ctor says work h
as found a new
the andemic.

n fact, now, e c

o be detached fro
m the concept of

hit and flop. “Hit
aur flop mein

kuch nahi rakha
hai. Agar hit dek

e

bhi main ghar pa
r lockdown mein

baitha hoon, toh
main kya hi ukha

d

raha hun,” Samr
at observes, befo

re

going on to expla
in his definition

of

happiness.
“At the end of th

e day, it is about

you being happy
, and not attachin

g

that happiness to
a condition ki ye

h

hoga toh main kh
ush ho jaunga, ya

nahi hua toh ma
in udas ho jaung

a.

You are blessed i
f you have a good

family, you wake
up every morn-

ing, and all the p
eople you know

are alive and wel
l,” says the actor

,

who is prepping
for the third

ent of the Fukrey
franchise.

t made his televis
ion

Lakshya Virani i
n the pop-

w, Kyunki Saas B
hi Kabhi

i, in 2006. He we
nt on to

do films such as
Bittoo Boss (2012

),

Fukrey (2013), Ba
ngistan (2015),

nam Re (2016), and Fu
krey

turns (2017).
Next, he will soo

n be seen as a

appy go lucky gu
y from Delhi” in

e film, Suswagat
am Khushaama-

eed. “There are o
ther diverse role

s

n the pipeline,” h
e adds.

Pulkit Samrat
feels

the lockdown

made him value

workmore

STOP PRESS

job in Poland for
his wedding

and booked a ven
ue in Suraj-

kund, Haryana, c
hangeswill be

tough. “There’s n
o chance of

postponing or eve
n switching

to day functions.
It will be diffi-

cult for guests wh
owill attend

thewedding all th
eway from

Delhi or Noida,” h
e says.

Planners feelmon
ths of

efforts have gone
down the

drain.Mumbai-b
asedAanchal

Bagaria, of TheW
edding Soul,

who had three-da
y affairs

planned in April s
ays, “Now it’s

all going to bewr
apped up in

one event with a l
unch.” But

Mumbai’s Vishal
Punjabi,

founder, TheWed
ding Filmer,

says, “When thing
s like this

happen, they teac
h us to value

what we have. Aw
edding

doesn’t have to be
a big party.”

P
The date is so

near and venues

say they need to

check availability

for day timings.

AKHIL NARANG,

Businessman

P
AKHIL NAR NG

We’ve received

queries from

couples for a

brunch and
they’re trying to

keep gatherings

intimate.

SHIVAN GUPTA , Creative

director, Am
aara Farms

Night curfew to curb Covid

surge hits wedd
ing plans

City
Delh

i

Rishabh Suri

rishabh.suri
@htlive.com

S
hooting, travellin

g, and shooting

again —Kriti San
on’s life is all abo

ut

that. With a host
of biggies such as

Bachchan Pande
y, Bhediya and

Ganpath in her k
itty, she is of

course excited. A
nd it was also rec

ently

announced that s
he will join Prabh

as

and Saif Ali Khan
in Adipurush.

Despite the rise in
Covid cases and

several restrictio
ns reimposed,

including shuttin
g of theatres,

Sanon says she w
ould prefer theat

-

rical releases for
all her films.

“Obviously, as an
actor you want th

e

film to reach bey
ond just the OTT

audience. Of cour
se, they are great

platforms, and ev
eryone is hooked

on

to it and the platf
orms have great

content. But as an
actor you want it

to reach even the
ones who don’t

really go on these
platforms,” says

the 30-year-old, w
hose filmMimi, i

n

which she plays a
surrogate mothe

r,

is also waiting fo
r a release.

It’s been some tim
e since the film w

as

announced and h
as been shot. Ask

what’s

happening on tha
t front, and Sanon

says

she recently wrap
ped up work on t

he last

scene. “Mimi as a
film needs to reac

h the

masses. It is base
d on surrogacy, it

’s a

unique subject an
dmade in a very

enter-

taining manner. I
t is something th

at will

touch your heart
, make you cry, la

ugh, and

leave you with fo
od for thought. It

should

be watched bym
ore people who a

re

rooted in areas w
here OTT isn’t wa

tched,”

she says.
In fact, it was rain

ing release dates
until

recently in Bollyw
ood, when the pa

ndemic

reared its head ag
ain and forcedm

any film

releases to be pos
tponed again. “W

e are

very excited for M
imi to release. Th

e times

we are in, it’s imp
ortant for a film l

ike that

to get a release. I
hope things are n

ormal

soon. There are s
omany films wai

ting to

release. I am hop
ingMimi does to

o, soon,

sometime around
mid 2021. I don’t

know

what the produce
rs are deciding. It

should

get what it deserv
es,” says Sanon.

NOTETO

READERS: So
me

of the covera
ge

that appears
on

our pages is

paid for by th
e

concerned

brands. No

sponsored

content doe
s or

shall appear
in

anypart ofH
T

without it bein
g

declared as s
uch

to our valued

readers.

Kriti Sanonwis
hesmovies

would get back
to theatres

P
I am a bit irritated but

also looking at the

larger picture. I don’t

want to take any

risks. Zinda rahe toh

aur birthday honge.

SAQIB SALEEM, Actor

P
I want to
surprise
myself and my

audience. I’ve

never slotted

myself into any

category. I’ve

chosen very

different roles.

RITUPARNA

SENGUPTA, Actor

Scan the code

to readmore

about how

couples and

wedding

vendors are

trying to find

a way out in

the crisis

Scan the code

to readmore

on Saqib

Saleem’s

birthday plan
s

‘My 30th birthday seems like a decade ago’

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@htlive.com

S
aqib Saleem loves

birthdays and

often throws big p
arties on his spe-

cial day. “But this
will bemy second

birthday in a row
spoiled by Covid-

19,”

says the actor, wh
o turns 33 today a

nd

admits he is a littl
e heartbroken tha

t he

won’t be able tom
eet friends.

“I have forgotten
what parties are

like.My 30th birt
hday party seems

a

decade ago. But I
don’t want to take

any

risks. Zinda rahe
toh aur birthday

honge.Mymum i
s herewithme, so

she

will make some y
ummy biryani.W

e

will have a quiet c
elebration at hom

e

with the newnor
mal of video calls

and

Titas Chowdhury

titas.chowdhury@hindustanti
mes.com

I
want to keep am

ore openmind no
w. I feel

that the kind of c
ontent being chu

rned out

in the Hindi film
industry today is

revolu-

tionary,” says Rit
uparna Sengupta

. The

National Award-w
inning actor is al

l set to

return to the Hin
di film industry w

ith Bansuri:

The Flute. Along
with it, she is awa

iting the

release of a coupl
e of other films, o

ne of them

with veteran acto
r Shabana Azmi.

A prominent nam
e in the Bengali fi

lm indus-

try, she is best rem
embered in Bolly

wood for

her role inMain,
Meri Patni AurW

oh (2005).

With the boom in
the OTT space an

dmeatier

roles for women,
she believes now

is the time to

explore varied ro
les in Hindi proje

cts. “Back in

the day, I was too
busy. So, I decide

d to concen-

trate on Bangla fi
lms. I was also do

ing films in

Bangladesh and K
erala. But I would

want to

concentrate onm
y Hindi film care

er now. A lot

of unconventiona
l content is being

made.

Maybe, I am need
ed inMumbai no

w,” she says.

The Bengali supe
rstar says she alw

ays wants

to do something
new: “I want to su

rprise myself

andmy audience
. I’ve never slotte

d myself into

any particular ca
tegory. I’ve chose

n very differ-

ent and challengi
ng roles for myse

lf.”

So, is OTT an opt
ion for Sengupta?

“For

actors, it’s a good
opportunity to re

ach a global

audience. Audien
ces are demandin

g direct-to-

digital releases n
ow. Producers to

o are releas-

ing their films on
digital platforms

as they’re

worried their film
smight turn stale

if not

released on time.
OTT platforms ar

e turning

out to be quite pr
ofitable for all,” s

he signs off.

George
ClooneyandJulia

Roberts’movie,Ticket

ToParadise,willreleasein

UStheatresnextSeptember.

Theyplayadivorcedcouple

tryingtostoptheir

daughterfromrepeating

theirmistake.

‘HOPE‘HOPE
THINGSTHINGS
AREARE
NORMALNORMAL
SOON,SOON,,,
FILMSFILMS
WAITINGWAITING
TORELEASE’TORELEASE’
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Maybe I’m needed

in Mumbai now:

Rituparna Sengupta

P
As an actor you want a film to reach

beyond just the OTT audience.... reach

even the ones who don’t really go on

these platforms.

KRITI SANON, Actor

Tuesday,April13,2021
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D irector Chloe Zhao’s Nomadlandhas emerged as the big winner atthis year’s BAFTA Film Awards2021, bagging four major trophies,including Best Film. Even the BestActress award was won by its actor,FrancesMcDormand, while Zhao her-self walked away with Best Director.The Father won the Best Actoraward for Anthony Hopkins, a cate-gory in which Indian actor AadarshGourav was also nominated for his rolein TheWhite Tiger. The film was pro-duced by Priyanka Chopra Jonas, whowas also in attendance at the ceremonyas one of its presenters, along withhusband, singer Nick Jonas. TheFather also won the adapted screen-play BAFTA.Themost emotional moment of theevening saw tributes being paid to lateIndian actors Irrfan and Rishi Kapoor,who passed away in April 2020, inBAFTA’s memoriam segment, along-with actors Sean Connery and Chad-wick Boseman.The latter’s filmMa Rainey’s BlackBottomwas named a winner in thecostume design andmake-up and haircategories. Riz Ahmed, who along withBoseman, had been nominated for BestActor as well, didn’t bag the award, buthis film Sound of Metal bagged twoBAFTAs in the editing and sound cate-gories.
HTC

Rishabh Suri
rishabh.suri@htlive.com

S he’s the sister of one of Bolly-wood’s biggest stars, Katrina Kaif,yet she auditioned for her firstfilm. Isabelle Kaif recently made heracting debut with Time To Dance.“I had auditioned for a few films,and this one came through. I was adancer as a kid, and dancing, of course,is a big part of Bollywood. It’s a passionfor me. So I thought it would be chal-lenging and fun,” she tells us.The 30-year-old, who just wrappedup the shoot for her second film,Suswagatam Khushaamadeed, admitsthat Bollywood has been a big influ-ence in her growing up years. “Danc-ing led to acting. I watched Hindi filmsgrowing up, and I’ve had a hard timechoosing a favourite. I love JabWeMet(2007). Lagaan (2001), I’ve watched somany times as a teenager,” she shares.What about the inevitable compari-son with her sister? Is she feeling thepressure of expectations already? “Iknow it. People have been doing it foryears, and I’ve got used to it. It doesn’t

Scan the code
to readmore
on why
Sudhanshu
Saria was
anguished by
the incident

ActorDeepikaPadukoneon
Monday

announcedshehasresignedasthechairpersonofMAMIMumbaiFilmFestivalowingtoherworkcommitments.Padukonehad
replaced

filmmakerKiranRaotobecomethechairpersonofthefestival
in2019.
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money to hire them, but you don’twant to. You simply want to canni-balise other’s work. That’s notokay,” he asserts.On April 9, Saria took to Twitterto express his anguish, claimingthat themakers of theweb seriescopied the poster of hismovie. Inci-dently, both projects tackle the sub-ject of same-sex relationships. Sariais wondering if themakers alsolifted some scenes from his film,which explores the issue of homo-sexual rape. “Those actors proba-bly were shown a reference imageto pose. So, everybody knew thatthey were plagiarising,” says thedirector, whowon the NationalFilmAward for best non-featuredirection inMarch this year, for hisfilm, Knock Knock Knock.Soon after his post, ALTBalaji

tweeted a statement apologising forthe incident. “The uncanny resem-blance and similarity cannot bewritten off as amere coincidence...For this we apologise... We’vedeleted the poster from all ourplatforms,” the statement read.However, Saria, currentlyrecuperating fromCovid-19, isunconvinced by the statement. Hewishes the platform “acknowl-edged the authors of the poster”and claimed that “...this was adecision, not an accident”. More-over, Saria wants people to be heldaccountable for their actions. “I feellike I’m adding to the chain. Thenext time someone Googles it, thiswill come up. And eventually, it willbecome harder and harder forthem to pretend as if it’s not athing,” he concludes.

play onme toomuch any-more. About expectations,Covid took off some ofthat pressure frommyfirst film, as the circum-stances are so different.It has allowedme to justenjoy the moment as itunfolds,” says theactor.
The best piece ofadvice Isabelle hasever received wasgiven to her by herelder sister. “[Sheadvised] to justfocus onmywork, keepmyhead down.Anyone who hasbeen in the filmindustry gives simi-lar advice,” says theactor, adding, “I’m juststarting now, there aresomany types of filmsI want to do. I’d love todo an action or aperiod film. It’s justthe beginning, there’severything left to do.”

Katrina
Kaif
PHOTO: VIRAL
BHAYANI

Why Isabelle Kaif
is now used to
being compared
to sister Katrina

GuruRandhawaismissing the joyof celebrating
Baisakhiwith
family in Punjab;DalerMehndiwillbe at the VaishnoDevi shrine

City
Delhi

Sugandha Rawal
sugandha.rawal@hindustantimes.com

M eeting friends and fam-ily to celebrate — that’sthe essence of Baisakhi.However, singer DalerMehndi isn’t missing it this year.He asserts that social distancing isthe need of the hour, with the sec-ondwave of Covid-19 here.“Being cautious todaywillensure we get

together for parties in future,” headds.
This year, the singer will cele-brate the festival at the VaishnoDevi shrine with his family. “I feellucky that I’ll be at the holy cave ofMata VaishnoDevi. I have a per-formance at the pilgrimage on thefirst day of Navratri, which startson Baisakhi,” he says.The festival is especially impor-tant for farmers, as it is a harbin-ger of hope and prosperity while

marking the time of har-vest of winter crops. “Ifeel all festivals give us asense of hope and courage. Bai-sakhimotivates us, and humkohonsla deti hai jeene ka, nomatterwho you are— a farmer, or a non-farmer.We all live and yearn forthe support of the supremepower,” explains the 53-year-old.Growing up, hewatched hisparents participate in kirtans atgurdwaras for Baisakhi. For him,the festival has always been aboutbeing grateful for everything. It’swhat he plans on doing this yearas well. “It’s all about hope, love,

betterment, and the will to helpothers. Apne liye to har aadmikarta hai, lekin doosron kimadadke liye khada hona chahiye. Theseare things etched inmymind,withmemories of langar,” recallsMehndi, known for hits such asBolo TaRa Ra, Tunak Tunak Tun,Dardi Rab Rab, Ho Jayegi BalleBalle, and Na NaNaNaNaRe.He feels the best place to cele-brate Baisakhi is at home. “I think(if we follow all the protocolsproperly) 2021-end tak Covid naamki beemari ko bhool jayenge log,”says the singer, who recently cameout with his single, Ragda.

Juhi Chakraborty
juhi.chakraborty@htlive.com

H e wanted to cele-brate Baisakhi in abig way this yearwith his family inGurdaspur, Punjab, butsinger Guru Randhawaunderstands that given thepandemic, little can bedone.
“Since the pandemicstarted, most of us havebeen celebrating festivals athome. Considering the cur-rent situation, this year tooI’ll mostly spend Baisakhiat home and visit the gurd-wara, if possible,” he says,adding, “Unfortunately, I’min Delhi and will definitelymiss being in the villageduring this time. But likeevery day, I’m going toremember God and thankHim for fulfilling mywishes.”

The 29-year-old urgeseveryone to be safe, followprotocols and not indulgein grand Baisakhi celebra-tions involving huge gath-erings. “Covid has impactedeverything, not just this fes-tival. We need to fight this

virus on a daily basis, besafe and follow govern-ment protocol,” adds thesinger known for songssuch as Lahore, High RatedGabru and Patola.Hemay not be able tohave the celebration hewanted, but Randhawa hasfondmemories of celebrat-ing the festival as a child.“Baisakhi is celebrated as aharvest festival, whenfarmers cut their crops.And on this day Guru Gob-ind Singh laid the founda-tion of the Panth Khalsa. Askids, we’d enjoy spendingtime with family and go tothe gurdwara to do seva.We’d also go to the mela inthe village. It’s a festivalthat brings a lot of happi-ness.”
Since Baisakhi is a har-vest festival, the singer hasa special message for them.“May God bless the farmersas we eat because of them.May this year bring growthand prosperity,” he says,adding, “MayWahegurubless everyone with growthand prosperity. Happy Bai-sakhi to everyone. Stay safeand happy!”

GuruRandhawa

HAPPY
BAISAKHI TO
ALL OUR
READERS ILLUSTRATION: SHUTTERSTOCK
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BAFTA’s emotionaltributes to Irrfanand Rishi Kapoor

Anthony
Hopkins
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(Above) RishiKapoor and(right) Irrfan
PHOTOS: TWITTER/
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Daler
Mehndi

Sugandha Rawal

S ome time back I was told bymycountry that I exist, when I gotthe National FilmAward. Twoweeks later, one of themost seniorpeople inmy industry pretends as ifnothing I domatters and I’m invisi-ble and insignificant,” rues directorSudhanshu Saria reflecting onwhathe felt when he found “ridiculouslyobvious” similarities between theposter of an upcomingweb show,His Storyy, backed by Ekta Kapoor,and his 2015 film Loev.“I’m not looking to recovermoney from them, or sue them. Ijust want them to know that it’s notnice and not okay,” says a disap-pointed Saria. “What kind of a cul-ture are we inwhere you can have amarketingmeeting and take some-body else’s idea? You have the

I’M NOTMISSINGBIG BAISAKHICELEBRATIONSTHIS YEAR:MEHNDI

NOTE TOREADERS: Someof the coverage that appears on our pages is paid for by the concernedbrands. No
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SudhanshuSaria and (far left) posters of theupcomingweb showand (left)

his 2015 film

Plagiarism row: It mademefeel insignificant andpowerless, says Sudhanshu
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GENEVA: Asia suffered its hottest year
on record in 2020, the United Nations
said Tuesday ahead of the COP26
summit, with extreme weather tak-
ing a heavy toll on the continent’s
development. In its annual State of
the Climate in Asia report, the UN’s
World Meteorological Organisation
said every part of the region had been
affected. “Extreme weather and cli-
mate change impacts across Asia in
2020 caused the loss of life of thou-
sands of people, displaced millions of
others and cost hundreds of billions
of dollars, while wreaking a heavy
toll on infrastructure and ecosys-
tems,” the WMO said. The report also
laid bare the total annual average
losses due to climate-related hazards.
China suffered an estimated $238 bil-
lion, followed by India at $87 billion,
Japan with $83 billion and South
Korea on $24 billion.

Prolonged displacement  
Increased heat and humidity are fore-
cast to lead to an effective loss of out-
door working hours across the conti-
nent, with a potential cost of many
billions of dollars. “Weather and cli-

Murmurations can last between 30 to 50 minutes, with up to 750,000 birds in a single mass

STERLING 
SHOW BY 
STARLINGS 
Flocks of starlings recently put on a 
breathtaking display as they gath-
ered in massive clusters, known as 
murmuration, at sunset in Catterick, 
located in North Yorkshire, Britain. 
Scientists who study murmurations 
believe they provide the birds 
warmth and a space to share infor-
mation, like good feeding areas. A 
study by the University of Glouces-
tershire indicates that starlings may 
also form murmurs to ward off pred-
ators like the peregrine falcons and 
sparrowhawks. Such spectacles have  
become less common lately due to a 
fall in starling populations caused by 
habitat loss and changing farming 
techniques which affect food supply. 

                              REUTERS

New Delhi – Diwali 
shopping turned tragic 
with two powerful 
bombs exploding in 
the congested Karol 
Bagh area this 
evening. A 25-year 
old woman, who was 
shopping for her 
trousseau, was 
blown apart while 
32 others were injured, six of 
them seriously. The devastation 
would have been worse but for 
the Act that two explosive devic-
es were detected and defused 
before they could go off. 

Today's incident is the latest 
in a series of twin blasts which 
have rocked the Capital since 
January this year with at least 
four twin blasts this month 
alone. The police appear to 
be clueless. No militant 
group has claimed responsi-
bility for the explosions.

 The first e n took place inside 
the popular Roshan di Kulfi 
sweets shop on Ajmal Khan Road 
at 7 p.m. This happened barely 
minutes after a police team on a 
routine patrol had passed the 

shop. A team of sniffer dogs had 
also been inside the shop at 
around 6.30 p.m. 

The police team, which was 
barely three shops away, imme-
diately rushed to the shop to the 
aid of the injured. The sweets 
shop was jampacked, and the 
explosion set off a wave of panic 
among the customers. The bomb 
had apparently been kept under 

a seat in the eatery. The 
police suspect that this seat 
was occupied by Sonia, 25, 

who brunt the brunt of the explo-
sion and was killed on the spot, 
with her chest being blown away. 
Most of the victims received 
injuries on their lower limbs. The 
legs of at least three persons were 
blown off.

New Delhi – The "First Earth 
Run" torch arrived here today 
bringing with it the internation-
al message for peace and harmo-
ny in the strife-torn world. 

The torch was received at the 
Indira Gandhi International 
Airport amid arti and 
bhajan-singing by school 
children. About 5,000 children 
had already appealed for peace 
on various days in a compaign 
starting from September 16. 

Mayor Mahinder Singh 
Saathi flagged off the First Earth 

Run peace march from the 
National Stadium. Bare-foot 
children from a local gurukul 
and many athletes from National 
Stadium joined the march. Many 
children, too young to under-

stand the significance of the 
occasion, joined the march 
for fun sake. 

The peace march went 
through Connaught Place before 
the symbolic touch at Rajghat. 
At Rajghat, the torch was 
handed over to Milkha Singh, 
the legendary athlete, who was 

joined by runners 
from the United States, 
Canada and Nigeria. 
These runners are 
accompanying the 
Earth Run torch till 
Delhi. 

T-shirts, banners and 
placards sporting the 
logos like "Children need 
peace" and "We want 
peace", drilled home the 
message of a possible 
nuclear holocaust due to 
escalating arms race. 
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  1986  

Kartar Singh leading other 

They come running for peace

from the archives of the Hindustan Times

Colombo – The Indian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF) today wiped 
out isolated pockets of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
resistance in Jaffna and embarked 
on a two-fold programme of provid-
ing succour to refugees and search-
ing out guerrillas on the run. 

The State-run Sri Lanka Radio 
reported that 1,200 LTTE guerillas 
including its leader V. Prabhakaran 
had escaped through advancing 

IPKF columns and were hiding in 
other parts of the Jaffna peninsula. 

Meanwhile, an official spokes-
man in New Delhi said five 
IPKF personnel were killed 
and 28 injured, mostly in mine 
blast in the operations against the 
LTTE guerillas. The LTTE casual-
ties totalled 20 killed. 

The IPKF also unearthed huge 
ammunition and explosives dumps 
in two houses adjoining the Nallur 

temple. 
After the end of the 16-day siege 

of Jaffna last night, Indian troops 
defused hundreds of 
land-mines and booby-traps 
across the battle-scarred city.

A full-scale search has been 
launched for the guerillas and 
maximum force will be used against 
them, the State Radio said quoting 
Army Commander Lt-Gen. Depin-
der Singh.

  1987  

IPKF wipes out LTTE resistance

  1997  

Woman killed, 32 hurt in twin blasts

SYDNEY: Coal-rich Australia unveiled
a much-delayed 2050 net zero emis-
sions target Tuesday, in a plan that
pointedly dodged thorny details or
near-term goals ahead of a landmark
UN climate summit. Widely seen as a
climate laggard, Australia is one of the
world’s largest coal and gas exporters.

For the last eight years, its conserv-
ative government has resisted action
to reduce emissions, routinely approv-
ing new coal projects.

Under domestic and international
pressure, Prime Minister Scott Morri-
son on Tuesday announced a shift in
approach and acknowledged the
“world is changing”. Australians want
policy that “does the right thing on cli-
mate change”, he said, adding the phe-
nomenon “is real, it’s happening. We
understand it and we recognise it.”

Just how Australia will get to net
zero by 2050 carbon emissions
remains unclear, with the government
refusing to release its modelling.

The plan would invest US$15 billion
in low-emission technologies over the
next decade, but it also leans heavily
on unproven technologies and carbon
offsets, which critics deride as an
accounting gimmick.

And Morrison was keen to stress he
was not dropping long-running sup-

mate hazards, especially floods,
storms, and droughts, had significant
impacts in many countries,” said
WMO chief Petteri Taalas.

Many weather and climate-related
displacements in Asia are prolonged,
with people unable to return home or
integrate locally, the report said.

In 2020 floods and storms affected
50 million people in Asia, resulting in
more than 5,000 fatalities. Asia’s
warmest year on record saw the
mean temperature 1.39° Celsius
above the 1981-2010 average.

Glaciers shrinking 
In 2020, average sea surface tempera-
tures reached record high values in
the Indian, Pacific and Arctic Oceans.

Sea surface temperatures and
ocean warming in and around Asia
are increasing more than the global
average. They have been warming at
more than triple the average in the
Arabian sea, and parts of the Arctic
Ocean. Arctic sea ice minimum
extent (after the summer melt) in
2020 was the second lowest on the
satellite record since 1979.

There are approximately 100,000
sq km of glaciers on the Tibetan Pla-
teau and in the Himalayas -- the larg-
est volumes of ice outside the polar
regions and the source of 10 major
Asian rivers. “Glacier retreat is accel-
erating and it is projected that glacier
mass will decrease by 20%  to 40%  by
2050, affecting the lives and liveli-
hoods of about 750 million people in
the region,” the report said.

A quarter of Asia’s mangroves are
in Bangladesh. However, the tropical
storm-exposed country’s mangroves
decreased by 19% from 1992 to 2019,
the report said.
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Asia suffered hottest year 
on record in 2020: UN

port for the country’s lucrative fossil
fuel industry. “It will not shut down
our coal or gas production or
exports,” Morrison told a press con-
ference. “It will not cost jobs, not in
farming, mining or gas.”

The announcement comes just days
before Morrison departs for COP26
climate summit in Glasgow.

Australia’s reluctance to act had
been criticised by close allies such as
the United States and Britain.

Indigenous Australians sue 
govt over climate change
Indigenous residents of low-lying
islands off northern Australia filed a
landmark lawsuit on Tuesday aimed
at forcing the government to protect
them from climate change through
deeper cuts to carbon emissions.

The Torres Strait Islanders say ris-
ing sea levels represent an existential
threat to their homelands and culture,
putting them “on the frontline of the
climate crisis”. Lawyers for traditional
land owners from Boigu and Saibai --
among the worst-impacted islands --
want the Federal Court to order the
government “to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions to a level that will pre-
vent Torres Strait Islanders from
becoming climate refugees”. AFP

Climate holdout Australia sets 
2050 net zero emissions target

Flocks of starlings form a murmuration in Catterick, Britain

Starlings are songbirds with a straight bill and  dark lustrous plumage that are sometimes brightly coloured

Starlings form murmurs for warmth, among other reasons, say scientists 

In 2020, floods and storms affected  50 million in 
Asia, resulting in more than 5,000 fatalities. AP
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A North Atlantic right whale feeds on the surface of Cape Cod bay off the coast of Plymouth, Mass. 

The  North Atlantic right whale numbered only 366 in 2019, and its population fell to 336 in 2020, the 

North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium said. AP FILE

Associated Press

PORTLAND, MAINE:  A type of whale
that is one of the rarest marine
mammals in the world lost nearly
10% of its population last year, a
group of scientists and ocean life
advocates said on Monday.

The North Atlantic right whale
numbered only 366 in 2019, and its
population fell to 336 in 2020, the
North Atlantic Right Whale Consor-
tium said. The estimate is the lowest
number in nearly two decades.

Right whales were once abundant
in the waters off New England, but
were decimated during the commer-
cial whaling era due to their high
concentrations of oil. 

They have been listed as endan-
gered by the US government for
more than half a century.

The whales have suffered high

mortality and poor reproduction in
some recent years. There were more
than 480 of the animals as recently
as 2011. 

They’re vulnerable to fatal entan-
glement in fishing gear and colli-
sions with large ships, and even
when they survive, they often
emerge less fit and less able to feed
and mate, said Scott Kraus, chair of
the consortium.

“No one engaged in right whale
work believes that the species can-
not recover from this. They abso-
lutely can, if we stop killing them
and allow them to allocate energy to
finding food, mates and habitats that
aren’t marred with deadly obsta-
cles,” Kraus said.

The whales feed and mate off New
England and Canada.

 They then travel hundreds of
miles in the fall to calving grounds

off Georgia and Florida before
returning north in the spring.

The whale consortium was
founded in the mid-1980s by a group
of science institutions including the
New England Aquarium and today
includes dozens of members from
academia, industry, government and
elsewhere.

The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, the arm of
the federal government that moni-
tors and regulates ocean issues, cau-
tioned that the group’s estimate is
preliminary and has not yet been
peer reviewed.

 However, the agency shares the
consortium’s concern about the loss
of right whales, said Allison Fer-
reira, a spokesperson for the agency.

“North Atlantic right whales are
one of the most imperiled species on
the planet, and the latest estimate

shows that the substantial down-
ward trajectory of right whale abun-
dance documented over the last dec-
ade continues,” Ferreira said.

The whales, which can weight
61,235 kilos have been a focus of
conservationists for generations.
Recently, efforts to save the whales
have resulted in new restrictions on
US lobster fishing, and pushback
from the fishing industry about
those new rules.

The rules are designed to reduce
the number of rope lines that link
buoys to lobster and crab traps, and
went into effect this year. 

However, the rules also resulted
in a flurry of lawsuits, and a federal
judge ruled this month that fisher-
men can continue to fish until fur-
ther notice in an area off the coast of
Maine that had been slated for
restriction from their gear.

119 systems in Messier 104, or the
“Sombrero galaxy”.

To spot the planet, the team, led by
Di Stefano, used Chandra to look for
dips in the brightness of X-rays. They
found the possible exoplanet in the
Whirlpool galaxy in a binary system
orbiting two large objects: either a

neutron star or a black hole which
orbits a massive companion star.

The transit, they witnessed, lasted
a total of about three hours and the
X-ray emissions dipped all the way to
zero. 

This helped them to figure out that
the object is likely approximately the

size of Saturn and it orbits the neu-
tron star (or a black hole) at a dis-
tance twice that of Saturn’s distance
from our sun.

The first exoplanet discovered was
in 1992 and since then most exoplan-
ets found have been less than 3,000
light-years away from Earth.

Susmita Pakrasi

NEW DELHI:  For the first time, signs of
a planet transiting a star outside of
the Milky Way galaxy may have been
detected.

 “Chandra scientists have found the
first possible planet candidate out-
side of our galaxy! Located about 28
million light years from Earth in gal-
axy M51, it’s thousands of times far-
ther away than all the other exoplan-
ets detected in our Milky Way,” the
Chandra X-ray Observatory tweeted
on Monday.

The potential exoplanet, called
M51-ULS-1b, lies 28 million light-
years away in the spiral galaxy Mess-
ier 51 (M51), also known as the Whirl-
pool galaxy. 

“We are trying to open up a whole
new arena for finding other worlds,”
Rosanne Di Stefano, an astrophysicist
at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center
for Astrophysics who led the study
which found this object, said in a
statement.

According to the Chandra X-ray
Observatory, this new discovery is
based on transits, where the passage

of a planet in front of a star blocks
some of the star’s light and yields a
characteristic dip in brightness that
can be detected by telescopes. This
general technique has already been
used to find thousands of exoplanets.

For this study, astronomers used
Nasa’s Chandra X-ray Observatory and
the European Space Agency’s XMM-
Newton space telescope to look at 
three galaxies beyond the Milky Way.

In total, they looked at 55 different
systems in M-51, the Whirlpool gal-
axy, 64 systems in Messier 101
(M-101), or the “Pinwheel galaxy,” and

Planet found in Whirlpool 
galaxy, first to be discovered 
outside our own Milky Way 

Nearly 5,000 exoplanets - worlds orbiting stars beyond our Sun - have 
been found so far, but all have been located within Milky Way galaxy
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The discovery is based on transits, according to the Chandra X-ray Observatory. The transit, the astronomers witnessed, 
lasted a total of about three hours and the X-ray emissions dipped all the way to zero.                             CHANDRA X-RAY OBSERVATORY/TWITTER
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Endangered whale population sinks close to 20-year low
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Italy’s Matteo Berrettini. AFP

Markram (51* off 26), Rassie van der
Dussen (43* off 51) and Reeza Hen-
dricks (39) to comfortably chase
down the target with 10 balls to spare.

Contrary to the end result, South
Africa did not have the best of starts
to their chase losing skipper Temba
Bavuma early to a run out.

But Hendricks, who replaced Quin-
ton de Kock dropped for not taking
knee against racism, and van der
Dussen then stabilised the innings
with a 57-run second wicket stand.

After Hendricks’ dismissal, van der
Dussen and Markram then carried
South Africa forward to bring down
the equation to 44 off last six overs.

While van der Dussen held one end
up, Markram played an explosive
knock to take South Africa home.
Markram decorated his innings with
two fours and four sixes.

Earlier, Lewis smashed a quickfire
half-century before West Indies lost
the plot to manage the modest score.

Lewis and Lendl Simmons (16) got
West Indies off to a flier. The duo put
on 73 runs off 63 balls for the open-
ing stand before West Indies lost
wickets at regular intervals.

Lewis did the bulk of the scoring in
the partnership. He showed his
aggressive intent from the beginning,
hitting Kagiso Rabada for a boundary
over backward point and then lofted
the bowler straight over his head in
the next ball. Next it was Markram’s
turn to face Lewis’ wrath as the batter
struck two sixes and a four in succes-
sive balls to garner 18 runs in the fifth
over.

Lewis then smashed Anrich Nortje
over mid-off but a ball later the
bowler induced a thin edge from Sim-
mons which wicketkeeper Henrich
Klaasen failed to hold. Lewis was in
ominous form as he didn’t spare a
single South Africa bowler. He
brought up his fifty in style, slog
sweeping Tabraiz Shamsi over deep

square-leg to reach landmark in just
32 balls.

Lewis continued in the same vein
after his fifty and clobbered Keshav
Maharaj for a six but finally perished
a ball later in search of one too many,
holed out to Rabada at deep mid-
wicket. He struck three fours and six
sixes during his 35-ball knock. Two
more quick wickets, somewhat, put a
brake on West Indies’ charge after the
brilliant start given by Lewis. But
Simmons stay was a struggle as his
35-ball innings was the joint-longest
in terms of balls without a boundary
in men’s T20 World Cup.

Nicholas Pooran’S (12 off 7) stay
was shortlived as he became Maha-
raj’s second victim, caught by David
Miller and then Simmons was castled
by Rabada in the next over.

Shamsi was taken to task by West
Indies skipper Kieron Pollard and
Chris Gayle, hitting the left-arm spin-
ner for a six each in the 16th over.

for me on and off the court. Here I am
about to play my second (ATP) Finals
and I can’t believe it. I always have to
remember where I started. I didn’t
dream about this, because it was so
big, but now it’s happening. I want to
do my best.”

Berrettini joins world No.1 Novak
Djokovic, US Open champion Daniil
Medvedev, Stefanos Tsitsipas, Alex-
ander Zverev and Andrey Rublev in
sealing spots for the ATP Finals, with
Casper Ruud and Hubert Hurkacz
next in line to qualify.

Rafa Nadal is eighth in the stand-
ings but the 20-time major winner
has already ended his season due to
injury. Berrettini’s compatriot Jannik
Sinner is also in contention, with the
20-year-old 10th on the leaderboard
after winning in Antwerp.

Murray bags 1st win over top 
10 opponent in over a year
Andy Murray secured his first win
over a top 10 player in 14 months on
Monday after the former world No.1
beat Hubert Hurkacz 6-4, 6-7(6), 6-3
at the Vienna Open. Murray had lost
to the world No.10 in Cincinnati and
Metz earlier this year but got the bet-
ter of the Pole at the third attempt,
emerging with the first round victory
after a gruelling contest lasting two
hours and 41 minutes.
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VIENNA: Matteo Berrettini has
become the sixth player to qualify for
the season ending ATP Finals in
Turin next month after the Italian
reached the second round of the
Vienna Open on Monday, the ATP
said. The 25-year-old, who will make
his second appearance at the ATP
Finals, defeated Australia’s Alexei
Popyrin 7-6(3), 6-3 in the opener.

The ATP Finals is played between
the top eight men’s singles players
and doubles teams and will be held
from November 14-21. “My words
aren’t going to describe the happi-
ness I feel in my heart,” said the
world No.7. “2020 was a tough year
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DUBAI: Aiden Markram struck a
whirlwind unbeaten fifty as South
Africa produced an all-round effort
to bounce back strongly from their
opening defeat and beat West Indies
by eight wickets to secure their first
win in the Super 12 stage of the ICC
T20 World Cup here on Tuesday.

Both South Africa and West Indies
started their Super 12 campaign on a
losing note. While the Proteas were
handed a five-wicket defeat by Aus-
tralia, West Indies sank to six-wicket
loss against England.

South Africa will next play Sri
Lanka in their third Group 1 match
on October 30 while West Indies will
take on Bangladesh a day earlier.

South Africa first weathered Evin
Lewis’ (56) initial onslaught to
restrict West Indies to 143/8 and then
rode on solid batting displays from
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South Africa’s Aiden Markram (C) plays a shot against West Indies at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium on Tuesday. AFP
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DUBAI: Flamboyant India all-rounder
Hardik Pandya’s shoulder injury sus-
tained during the T20 World Cup
opener against Pakistan is believed to
be a minor one and he is likely to be
available for the next game against
New Zealand on October 31.

Pandya, who did not bowl in the
IPL last month, is playing only as a
batter right now and scored 11 off 8
balls on Sunday night, looking dis-
tinctly uncomfortable against pacers
before being hit on the shoulder by a
short ball.

“Yes, Hardik’s scan reports have
come and the injury is not very seri-
ous. Also the fact that there is a six-
day gap between two games gives
him enough time to recuperate,” a
senior BCCI official said on condi-
tions of anonymity.

“But obviously, the medical team
would wait and watch as to how he
shapes up during the training ses-
sions.”

Pandya had recently said that he
would be bowling during the knock-
out stages but India’s chances hinge
on the New Zealand game. Losing the
match would seriously jeopardise
their prospects of going ahead in the
tournament.

The games against Scotland, Nami-
bia and Afghanistan are expected to
be easy wins for India, Pakistan and
New Zealand.

Therefore, if India lose to New Zea-
land, it will hamper their chances of
making it to the top two in the group.

In this scenario, Pandya’s fitness
issues have seriously affected India’s
balance.

In fact, there are questions being
raised about chairman of selectors
Chetan Sharma assertions that Pan-
dya will be bowling in the IPL to gear
up for the World Cup.

He didn’t bowl an over and the
communication on Pandya’s fitness
status between the team manage-
ment and selectors seems baffling at
this time.

There have been conflicting
reports about when he would start
bowling.

Before the Pakistan game, the
player said that he would perhaps
bowl in the knockouts but the state-

ment did not look convincing.

Harmanpreet to captain
NEW DELHI: Indian women’s white-
ball skipper Harmanpreet Kaur is set
to captain a team in FairBreak’s inau-
gural Invitational T20 tournament
next year, the organisers announced
on Tuesday.

The tournament is an ICC sanc-
tioned competition that will take
place from May 1 to 15 in Hong Kong
in conjunction with Cricket Hong
Kong.

“FairBreak is excited to announce
that Harmanpreet Kaur will captain
one of the six teams in FairBreak’s
first Invitational T20 Tournament,”
FairBreak tweeted.

Pandya’s injury ‘not serious’ 
but team will ‘wait and watch’

Currently India all-rounder Hardik Pandya is in the team only as a batsman and 
not as an all-rounder. He injured himself against Pakistan. AFP

while lifting weights in the snatch
due to an imbalance that affects her
right shoulder and back. “I have a
world record in clean and jerk so my
will be focus on snatch in the World
Championships. I have to increase
my weight in the snatch section,” she
said.

Chanu had also consulted Dr.
Aaron Horschig, a former weightlift-
er-turned-physical therapist and
strength and conditioning coach in
the US, which helped her immensely
in winning the silver at Tokyo. How-
ever, Chanu still feels the pain while
lifting heavy weights. “The issue is
sorted, but sometimes, I still get pain
in the right shoulder and back
because of the imbalance. But there is
a lot of improvement from before.”

BELGRADE: Five-time Asian medallist
Shiva Thapa (63.5kg) stormed into
the second round of the AIBA World
Boxing Championships after out-wit-
ting Kenya’s Victor Nyadera in his
opening bout here on Tuesday.

Thapa, competing in his third
World Championships, produced a
fine tactical performance to prevail
5-0 against a spunky rival.

The Indian countered the height
and reach of Nyadera with his meas-
ured counter-attacking approach.
The Assam boxer, who won a bronze
at the showpiece in 2015, will face
Sierra Leone’s John Brown on Octo-
ber 30 in the Round of 32.

Earlier on Monday night, debutant
Akash Sangwan (67kg) also sailed
into the second round with a compre-
hensive 5-0 triumph over Turkey’s
Furkan Adem. Sangwan, a reigning
national champion, will next face

German Deniel Krotter, who got a
first round bye.

The Indian dominated Adem in a
lopsided contest.

Another debutant Rohit Mor
(57kg) gave India a winning start by
outpunching Ecuador’s Jean Caicedo
5-0 in a confident opening round per-
formance. Next up for him is Bosnia
and Herzegovina’s Alen Rahimic.

Asian champion Sanjeet (92kg)
received a first round bye, along with
Sachin Kumar (80kg).

While Sachin will face American
Robby Gonzalez in the second round
on October 30, Sanjeet will be up
against Russian Andre Stotskii in his
opening bout on October 29.

With more than 600 boxers from
over 100 countries in fray, a lot of
competitors will have to win at least
three bouts in some categories to get
to the quarter-final stage.

Matteo Berrettini seals ATP Finals spot

Saikhom Mirabai Chanu. PTI
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NEW DELHI: Celebrated former captain
Rahul Dravid is all but certain to be
the Indian cricket team’s next head
coach after he formally applied for the
high-profile position on Tuesday.

With Dravid, the current head of
National Cricket Academy applying,
the job for the Cricket Advisory Com-
mittee becomes easier as there aren’t
any big names in fray who can match
the batting great’s stature. Also, it is
reliably learnt that he is the first and
only choice of BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly and secretary Jay Shah.

“Yes, Rahul has formally applied
today as it’s the last day of the dead-
line. His team at the NCA, bowling
coach Paras (Mhambrey) and fielding
coach Abhay (Sharma) have already
applied. His application was just a for-
mality,” a senior BCCI official said on
Tuesday.

Dravid had recently met the BCCI
brass in Dubai on the sidelines of the
IPL final between KKR and CSK where
Ganguly and Shah spoke to him about
taking up the position once Ravi Shas-
tri steps down at the end of India’s
campaign in the T20 World Cup.
Under Dravid, a new era in Indian
cricket will start with the home series
against New Zealand where he will
take charge with a new T20 captain,
which in all likelihood, will be Rohit
Sharma. Former India batting great
VVS Laxman could again be back in
the fray to head the National Cricket
Academy in case the post falls vacant
in the coming days. It is learnt that
Laxman might not continue as the
mentor of IPL side Sunrisers Hyder-
bad.

DRAVID FORMALLY 
APPLIES FOR INDIA 
COACH; LAXMAN IN 
FRAY FOR NCA?

Tributes are laid at Ibrox Stadium in memory of former Scotland, Rangers and 
Everton manager Walter Smith, who died aged 73, in Glasgow on Tuesday. The 
coaching great won 10 league titles with Rangers over two spells. AP
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Mirabai sets sights 
on 2nd world title
NEW DELHI: After the high of the
Tokyo Games, India’s Olympic silver
medallist weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
has turned her focus on winning a
second World Championships title
and is ironing out the chinks in her
armour ahead of the event.

Chanu had clinched gold at the
2017 World Championships but since
then a medal at the event has eluded
her. She was unable to defend her
title a year later after she decided to
give the tournament a miss due to a
back issue and in 2019, she missed
the bronze by a whisker.

The event was cancelled last year
due to the Covid-19 pandemic but it is
slated to take place between Decem-
ber 7 to 17 in Tashkent and Chanu is
all geared up. “I am working on my
shortcomings and weakness in the
technique in training. I will be trying
my best to become a world champion
a second time,” Chanu said.

Chanu, who holds the world record
in the clean and jerk event in the
49kg category after she successfully
heaved 119kg in the Asian Champion-
ships last year, has struggled to stay
at par with her Chinese opponents in
the snatch section. The 27-year-old
has, in her own words, struggled
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Markram’s fifty helps 
Proteas crush Windies

Shiva, Akash win opening bouts at Worlds


