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exemplary courage hailed

INDIA SALUTES GALWAN BRAVES
The heroes of the fierce Sino-India clash that occurred in eastern Ladakh’s Galwan
Valley on June 15 last year were feted on Tuesday. Colonel B Santosh Babu, who led
from the front, against the brutal Chinese attack, was posthumously awarded the
Maha Vir Chakra, while several other soldiers were among the gallantry honours. >P4

CITY LIGHTS
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Operation Snow Leopard hero’s wife and
mom receive posthumous Maha Vir Chakra

Int’l Emmys: Vir Das,
N Siddiqui & Aarya
fail to register win

President RN Kovind presents the
Shaurya Chakra to paratrooper
Sonam Tshering Tamang of the
Parachute Regiment (Spl Forces) at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday

PTI

Devi and Naik Singh’s wife, Rekha
Singh, received the awards from the
President. Sepoy Gurtej Singh’s
mother Prakash Kaur and father
Virsa Singh received the Vir Chakra
from the President.
Colonel Babu, despite being grievously injured, led the troops from the
front and valiantly resisted the
enemy attack till his last breath,
while inspiring and motivating his
troops to hold ground, during the
‘Operation Snow Leopard’.
PTI

India registers 7,579
new Covid-19 cases,
lowest in 543 days

NEW YORK: Actors Nawazuddin Sid-

NEW DELHI: India logged 7,579 new

diqui, Vir Das and series Aarya, led
by Sushmita Sen, could not register a
win at the 2021 International Emmy
Awards but the comedian said it was
“an honour” to represent the country
at the awards ceremony. Siddiqui,
who was nominated in the best performance by an actor category for his
Netflix movie Serious Men, lost out to
Scottish actor David Tennant .
While Das’ Netflix comedy special
Vir Das: For India lost out to Call My
Agent Season 4 from France in the
comedy category. The comedian,
who has been in news back home for
his I Come From Two Indias monologue, said he loved the French
drama. Das has received praise as
well as police complaints for his
monologue in Washington recently.
Sen’s Aarya, a Disney+ Hotstar
series was nominated in the best
drama series category alongside
Chile’s El Presidente, Israel’s Tehran
and the second season of There She
Goes from UK. Israel’s Tehran topped
PTI
the drama series category.

coronavirus infections, the lowest in
543 days, taking the country’s total
tally of Covid-19 cases to 3,45,26,480,
while the active cases were the lowest
in 536 days, according to the Union
Health Ministry data updated on
Tuesday. The death toll climbed to
4,66,147 with 236 fresh fatalities,
according to the data updated at 8
am. The daily rise in new coronavirus
infections has been below 20,000 for
46 straight days and less than 50,000
daily new cases have been reported
for 149 consecutive days now.
The active cases declined to
1,13,584 and comprise 0.33 per cent of
the total infections, the lowest since
March 2020, while the national Covid19 recovery rate was recorded at
98.32%, the highest since March
2020, the ministry said.
A decrease of 4,859 cases has been
recorded in the active Covid-19 caseload in a span of 24 hours. The daily
positivity rate was recorded at 0.79
per cent. It has been less than two per
PTI
cent for last 50 days.

Lionel Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo

llW O R L D l

At least 45 people
killed in Bulgaria
bus blaze

Winds give Delhi its best
air quality in 22 days

NEW DELHI: Colonel Bikumalla San-

tosh Babu, the commanding officer of
the 16 Bihar regiment who led from
the front against the brutal Chinese
attack in Galwan Valley in June last
year, was on Tuesday posthumously
awarded Maha Vir Chakra by President Ram Nath Kovind for displaying
“exemplary courage” during the
clash.
Babu’s wife B Santoshi and mother
Manjula received the award at a ceremony attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and defence minister
Rajnath Singh.
Maha Vir Chakra is the nation’s
second-highest military award for
acts of gallantry in the presence of
the enemy. Four other soldiers, Naib
Subedar Nuduram Soren, Havildar
(Gunner) K Palani, Naik Deepak
Singh and Sepoy Gurtej Singh, who
also laid down their lives valiantly
fighting the Chinese troops in the
Galwan Valley clash on June 15 last
year, have been conferred with the
Vir Chakra awards posthumously.
Naib Soren’s wife Laxmi Mani
Soren, Havildar Palani’s wife Vanathi

Col. Bikumalla Santosh Babu’s wife and
mother receive the Maha Vir Chakra
(posthumous) from President RN Kovind
during the Defence Investiture ceremony
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday
ANI

NEW DELHI: Delhi’s air quality improved from
“very poor” to “poor” and the 24-hour average
air quality index (AQI) read 290 on Tuesday with
favourable wind speed, up to 25 kmph, aiding
dispersion of pollutants over the last two days.
This is the second best 24-hour average AQI
reading this month since November 1 (281).
Delhi has seen “very poor” or “severe” air quality
on the rest of the days.
Officials at the India Meteorological Department said winds gusting up to 20 kmph on Sunday and 25 kmph on Monday led to a marked
improvement in the air quality and visibility.
Local surface wind speed will be relatively low
for the next three days and reduce dispersion of
pollutants. Surface winds are likely to pick up
PTI
from November 27.

People feed Siberian seagulls on the Yamuna river in
New Delhi on Monday
ANI

DU to put out spl cut-off
list for UG courses today

Driverless train ops to
begin on Nov 25: DMRC

NEW DELHI: Delhi University will release a cut-

NEW DELHI: In another milestone for the DMRC,

off list under a special drive to fill vacant seats
in different colleges on Wednesday, according
to officials. The university had sought data of
vacant seats from the colleges on Saturday.
Some colleges have not yet sent the data, said
an official, adding that the institutions can send
in the numbers by 1 pm on Wednesday.
Before this, Delhi University had announced
a cut-off under a special drive on November 13.
The university had not shared the admission
data for the list. Till the fifth cut-off, 74,667 students had secured admission. The colleges will
release a merit list and approve candidates on
the basis of vacant seats. The candidates can
apply under the second special drive on
November 25 and 26.
PTI

‘driverless train operations’ on 57-km Pink
Line of the Delhi Metro is all set to be inaugurated on November 25, officials said on Tuesday.
Union minister for housing and urban
affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri and Delhi transport
minister Kailash Gahlot will inaugurate it via
video-conferencing, slated to be held at 11.30
am, the DMRC said.
India’s first-ever driverless train operations
on the Delhi Metro’s Magenta Line was inaugurated on December 28 last year by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The DMRC officials then
had said the Pink Line, spanning Majlis Park to
Shiv Vihar, would also have driverless operations by mid-2021.
PTI
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WORD POWER

EVENTl

BBPS, GRH MARG, HOSTS
INTERACTIVE SESSION
Bal Bharati Public School (BBPS), GRH Marg,
hosted an enriching spiritual session which
was attended
by His Eminence
the 8th Chokyong Palga
Rinpoche, a
Buddhist
teacher, philosopher and tulku of the Drukpa (Dragon)
lineage of Tibetan Buddhism. The event was
organised by the Child Education Society
(Regd.), the apex body of all Bal Bharati Public
Schools in the country. The theme of the
event was -- ‘Serenity is not freedom from
the storm but peace amid the storm’. >P2

Timorous
Tim-er-uhs (Adjective)
Meaning: Showing or suffering from
nervousness or a lack of confidence.
Origin: Late Middle English (in the sense
‘feeling fear’): from Old French temoreus,
from medieval Latin timorosus, from Latin
timor ‘fear’, from timere ‘to fear’.
Synonyms: fainthearted, fearful, fearsome,
scary, shy, skittish, timid, tremulous
Antonyms: adventurous, audacious, bold,
daring, dashing, gutsy, hardy, venturous
Usage: She tends to be quite timorous even
when she see a tiny spider..

SOFIA: At least 45 people, including a
dozen minors, were killed after a bus
caught fire south of the Bulgarian
capital early Tuesday, officials said. A
cause has yet to be determined but
officials believe a fire broke out on
board and the bus crashed into
guardrails. There were no other vehicles involved in the accident, which
occurred around 2 am (0000 GMT)
on a highway about 40km from Sofia,
near the village of Bosnek. “Of the
victims... 12 in total were under the
age of 18,” national police chief Stanimir Stanev said. He told bTV television that 45 of the 52 people on the
bus were killed. “The driver died
immediately so there was no one able
to open the doors,” he added.
AFP

Israel vaccinates
children to combat
surge among young
TEL AVIV: Israel began rolling out Cov-

id-19 vaccines for children aged five
to 11 on Monday, becoming one of a
handful of countries to inoculate children so young as it seeks to ward off
another pandemic wave. Over the
summer, the Jewish state experienced an upsurge in coronavirus
infections, fuelled by the Delta variant, and launched one of the earliest
campaigns for booster shots. As
infections start to creep up again,
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has
said the country is experiencing a
“children’s wave” with about half of
the recently confirmed cases among
children below the age of 11, he wrote
on Facebook.
AFP

UN atomic agency
chief begins talks
in Iranian capital
TEHRAN: The head of the Interna-

tional Atomic Energy Agency began
talks in Tehran on Tuesday, a week
before the resumption of negotiations to salvage the Iran nuclear deal,
state media said. A day after arriving
in the Iranian capital, the IAEA’s
Rafael Grossi opened discussions
with the chief of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran, Mohammad
Eslami, the official news agency
IRNA said.
AFP

REUTERS
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BBPS, GRH Marg, hosts interactive spiritual session
Bal Bharati Public School (BBPS),
GRH Marg, hosted a spiritual session
which was attended by His Eminence
the 8th Chokyong Palga Rinpoche, a
Buddhist teacher, philosopher and
tulku of the Drukpa (Dragon) lineage
of Tibetan Buddhism.
The event was organised by the
Child Education Society (Regd.), the
apex body of all Bal Bharati Public
Schools in the country. The theme of
the event was ‘Serenity is not freedom from the storm but peace amid
the storm’. The enlightening session
marked the first public event which
was held on BBPS premises since the
closure of the schools due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Stringent measures were taken to
ensure that the Covid-19 protocols
were appropriately followed in all
aspects. The august gathering
included CES president Nikhil
Channa, CES school advisory council
chairperson Meenu Goswami, advisors to CES SK Bhattacharya, Rekha
Sharma and Nanu Rekhi, prinicipals,
vice-principals, and head mistresses

of different units of BBPS, besides the
staff members of the host school.
Following the lamp lighting ceremony amid the peaceful Buddhist
chanting, versatile MC for the event
Rekha Sharma introduced Rinpoche
who mesmerised the audience with
his deep insightful wisdom conveyed
in a light-hearted, easy manner
which helped develop an instant connect with the audience.
Emphasising the illusionary nature
of the world, which is marked by
impermanence, Rinpoche highlighted the importance of ‘CLAW’
which signifies compassion, love,
awareness, and wisdom. He also laid
stress on detachment to gain freedom
from the cycle of birth and re-birth.
In the invigorating QA session, he
addressed an array of queries related
to existence and happiness. Rinpoche
also shared useful tips for spiritual
sustenance such as “It’s okay to be
not okay sometimes.”. The event concluded with an eloquent vote of
thanks proposed by principal LV Sehgal and CES joint secretary.

VSPK INT’L SCHOOL,
ROHINI,CELEBRATES
WORLD RIVER’S DAY
WITH ENTHUSIASM

LFGS hosts annual inter-school contest Memorabilia 2021

With an aim to create awareness
about water bodies and their conservation among its students, VSPK
International School, Rohini, celebrated World River’s Day with zeal
under the guidance of management
chairman SK Gupta, manager Pramila Gupta, and directors Kapil
Gupta and Pankaj Gupta.
The event was unfurled by school
principal Dr. Shipra Kumar who got
valuable inputs from academic coordinator Priti Pasricha and incharge
Anuradha Arora.
The young artists from the school
recited poems, did role play, sang
songs and made the event lively and
enjoyable with their beautiful attires
and wonderful performances. Children’s efforts were appreciated by all.
It turned out to be a thought-provoking and value-inculcating session.
World River Day is observed every
year to raise awareness about water
bodies and to promote their conservation. It highlights many values of
rivers and strives to increase public
awareness and lays emphasis upon
the improved state of rivers around
the world.

Little Flowers Group of Schools
(LGGS) hosted the 9th edition of its
annual inter-school competition
titled Memorabilia 2021 at the
national level. The chief guest for the
event was Dr Jitendra Nagpal.
This event is organised annually in
the divine memory of school’s
founder and director Dhanraj Patel
who was a great educationist, philanthropist, psychologist and social
activist who believed in the power of
empathy and self-care.
Around 100 schools and more than
500 students from all over India participated enthusiastically in that
competition and expressed their
commitment towards promoting
mental health and well-being.
The theme of the competition was
‘From Stigma to Smile’. So, all the
events were based on the importance
of mental well-being.
During the closing ceremony, a
theatrical performance by Arvind
Gaur’s Asmita Group performed a

The students took part in a plethora of
activities during the celebrations of
World River’s Day

Principal LV Sehgal, left, welcomed His Eminence the 8th Chokyong Palga Rinpoche before the start of the session

Around 100 schools and over 500 students from all overthe country participated enthusiastically in the competition

street play based on mental health
and mesmerised the audience.
Dr Nagpal, in his address, told the
students that the Covid-19 pandemic

Bosco Public School, Paschim
Vihar, initiates charity event

has changed the life of the young
learners. This has led to anxiety and
mental health issues among the children. As educators and parents, we

must ensure proper nurturing of the
children to make them bloom properly. We need to focus on happiness,
contentment and self-care.

Dr Nagpal also focussed on
enhancing life skills and requested
the schools to collaborate and initiate
peer leaders to create awareness.
The event concluded with an
appeal from Little Flowers International School (LFIS) chairman Rajesh
Dua to prioritise the mental health
for a sustainable society.
Telling the students they are the
future custodians of the nation,
school manager CM Patel advised
them that instead of suffering silently
they must share their concerns with
their parents and teachers.
Principal Neeta Dua emphasized
on the importance of empathy and
asked the students not to be upset
with setbacks as every experience
helps in refining the personality.
LFGS managing director Rohit
Dua announced that another peer
educators programme would be
launched soon to give an opportunity
to the students to voice their opinions.

MIND GAMES
MATHDOKU

SUDOKU

Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each
of the digits from 1 to
5. No number is to be
repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-out
lined cells contain a hint
of a number and one of
the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number
is the result of the
operation represented by the symbol to the
digits contained.

School staff members donated various kinds of utility goods during the event

To foster the spirit of compassion in
its students, Bosco Public School,
Paschim Vihar, initiated an activity
titled ‘Wall of Kindness’, a kind of
charity event for the underprivileged, on the occasion of the birthday
of its founder manager NK Duggal.
The event was inaugurated by
school chairman Dr. Gurpreet Singh
Tuteja, principal Rajiv Duggal and
Anuradha Duggal in the presence of
Sahil Duggal, Geeta Duggal and viceprincipal Priya Handa.
The ‘wall’ works on a simple principle -- one who needs can take and
one who has extra can donate. That
‘wall’ is made on the outer facade of

the school so that the givers can easily give whatever they want to give
and the takers can easily pick up
things.
This unique initiative respects the
dignity of the donors as well as the
the recipients as one doesn’t know
who is giving and who is receiving
and the donation reaches the deserving ones.
Staff members donated new and
utility goods like clothes, electronic
gadgets, bags and stationery. This
‘wall’ inculcates the spirit of giving
and compassion in the young minds
and shines as a beacon of light making a world of difference!

BLEND OF RHYTHM AND PASSION

SCRAMBLE
Solve the four
anagrams and
move one
letter to each
square to form
four ordinary
words

RATAO
JOTIS
GIYZLT
EOPRNV

*

*

*
*

*

*
*
*

*

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Courage is a kind of ___.- Plato (9)
Answer: Courage is a kind of salvation. - Plato

ZONEl

Solutions

HIDDEN PICTURE

Leap of Faith

Farmer
Raghu is
looking for
his wife.
Can you
spot her
in this
picture?

If I take a risk, it is worth it,
My ambitions will either miss or hit.
The certainty is, and never will be certain,
A fear makes you your dream abandon.
You were a step away to feel the achievement,
Yet you deemed it a disappointment.
A leap of faith is all it took,

PTI

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS
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Players during the opening ceremony of the 56th Junior National Artistic
and the 25th Rhythmic Gymnastics Championship, at Maulana Azad
Stadium in Jammu on Monday

You will have your joy booked.
A human heart is usually like this,
Great opportunities it makes you miss.
It tests you in several ways,
The thought itself takes days.
Dreams come so slow but go so fast,
It does not differentiate between your caste.

MATHDOKU SOLUTION

It seems man and mankind to be one and the same,
Answer:

Shreya Shokeen, Class 8, Mount Carmel School, Dwarka

Amrita Bharati Features

SCRAMBLE Solution Words:
Aorta, joist, glitzy, proven

Yet from where did this leap of faith came?
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Different Strokes
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Climate Changes

From art to poetry,
kids are indulging
in creative hobbies

The climate is changing
The colorful birds flying in the sky are reducing.
The climate is changing
The trees who give us life are decreasing.
We all know that climate is changing
But we are just watching.
Mother Earth won’t be the same again
If we give her so much pain.
She trusted us and gave us what we wanted.
But now it is our turn to stand united.
To plant trees, save water
and recycle
So that we come out of
this vicious cycle.
The climate will change,
but for the better
So, let us do our bit to
make Earth better.

Students are paying as much attention
to their creative pursuits as much they
are investing in studies. From writing
meaningful poetry to painting the
most colourful artworks, children are
leaving no stones unturned in
nurturing their artistic abilities. Here
are some of their wonderful works.

Sansita Mathur, Class 10,
Ryan International
School, Vasant Kunj

>

Testing Times
We got again locked in home,
And with the second wave people’s hope were again gone.
The bar of cases ongoing was very high,
Every day when we heard about the death of any close one or any
renowned celebrity,
We didn’t have words to utter from our mouths but just sighed.
The situation went out of hands for everyone,
And almost every person is infected and everywhere the virus is ruling.
These are those times that we couldn’t fight with anyone,
Because we didn’t know which phone call or conversation was the last?
Those front line warriors are always standing strong,
Sacrificing their normal lives and saving people or preventing people from
being in throngs.
Kindness was always on top,
All the people are helping each other in these difficult times.
These times are taking away our will power,
And all we could do is to pray and survive all through this with all our
might.
Dark phases appear in everyone’s lives,
But then there are always bright days after dark nights.

Sneha Sharma, Class 12 D, Sumermal Jain Public School, Janakpuri

>

Vaachi Dixit, Class 9 F, Ahlcon International School, Mayur Vihar

>

Aahana Aggarwal,
Class 5, DAV Public
School Sector 14
Aayush Bansal, Class 5 B, Rukmini Devi Public School, Pitampura

>
Namya Grover,
Class 8 D, G.D.
Goenka Public
School, Dwarka
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DIETS ENDANGERING PEOPLE, PL ANET l

President RN Kovind greets the wife of Naib Subedar Naduram Soren while conferring the Vir Chakra (posthumous) at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Tuesday

Nearly half the world’s
population ‘suffer
from poor nutrition’
Agence France-Presse
PARIS: Nearly half the world’s population suffer from poor nutrition linked
to too much or not enough food, a
global assessment said on Tuesday
with wide-ranging impacts on health
and the planet.
The Global Nutrition Report
(GNR), a yearly survey and analysis of
the latest data on nutrition and
related health issues, found that 48%
of people currently eat either too little or too much – resulting in them
being overweight, obese or underweight. At current rates, the report
finds, the world will fail to meet eight
out of nine nutrition targets set by the
World Health Organization for 2025.
These include reducing child wasting (when children are too thin for
their height) and child stunting
(when they are too short for their
age), and also adult obesity.
The report estimates nearly 150
million children under five years old
are stunted, more than 45 million are
wasted and nearly 40 million are
overweight. It also finds more than
40% of adults (2.2 billion people) are
now overweight or obese.
“Avoidable deaths due to poor diets
have grown by 15% since 2010 and
poor diets are now responsible for a

People are failing to consume enough healthy foods
like fruits and vegetables, particularly in lowerincome countries, finds a study BLOOMBERG FILE

quarter of all adult deaths,” Chair of
the GNR’s Independent Expert Group
Renata Micha told AFP.
“Our global findings show that our
diets have not improved over the last
ten years and are now a major threat
to people’s health and to the planet.”
Foods matter
This year’s GNR is the first to look at
global diets and how food choices are
affecting people and the planet.
It finds people are failing to consume enough health-promoting
foods like fruits and vegetables, particularly in lower-income countries.
Higher-income countries had the
highest intake of harmful foods like
red meat, dairy and sugary drinks.
Consumption of harmful foods is on
the rise, the report found, with red
and processed meat already at five
times the maximum recommendation of one serving a week. The report
notes that current global nutrition
targets do not mention diet, with the
exception of limiting sodium.
In line with other estimates, the
GNR calculated global food demand
generated some 35% of greenhouse
gas emissions in 2018. “Animalsource foods have generally higher
environmental footprints per product
than plant-based foods.”
“Consequently, they were responsible for the majority of food-related
greenhouse gas emissions and land
use, with particularly large impacts
from beef, lamb and dairy.”
The report called for urgent funding to improve nutrition across the
globe, particularly as Covid-19 has
pushed an estimated additional 155
million people into extreme poverty.
The GNR estimates the nutrition
spending will need to increase by
nearly $4 billion annually until 2030
to meet stunting, wasting, maternal
anaemia and breastfeeding targets.

Passengers on the bus go zzzz
on Hong Kong nowhere route
Agence France-Presse
HONG KONG: Most of us will have expe-

rienced drifting off to sleep during a
lengthy bus journey. But would you
pay to do just that? That’s the idea
behind a novel tour bus business in
Hong Kong billing itself as a possible
cure for insomnia.
On a recent sunny Sunday afternoon about 70 passengers ranging
from excitable infants to silver-haired
retirees got on board two double deckers plying a “route to nowhere”.
One was a “quiet bus” where people
could sleep, the second was a more
traditional sight-seeing option.
The 85-km trip started in a bustling
urban district and made its way on
coastal highways to the city’s airport.
While some passengers enjoyed the
view, many adorned ear plugs and face
masks and were soon fast asleep for
the five-hour trip which includes stops
at various scenic sites.

HT CHRONICLE

President Ram Nath Kovind on Tuesday conferred wartime honours on
the Galwan braves, who fought off
numerically superior Chinese troops
on June 15, 2020. Colonel B Santosh
Babu was posthumously awarded the
Maha Vir Chakra (also see pg 1) for
displaying extraordinary courage and
leadership. The gallantry honours also
included 5 Vir Chakras, four of them
posthumous. India lost 20 soldiers in
the conflict but caused far heavier
losses on the Chinese army.
AGENCIES
From left, Vir Chakra award being conferred on Havildar Tejinder Singh; Havildar K Palani and Subedar Sanjiv Kumar were presented Vir Chakra & Kirti Chakra (posthumous), respectively

“I think everyone has experienced
not being able to sleep at home but
they can sleep very soundly on a bus
as the bus swings and vibrates,” passenger and quiet bus convert Ho Wai
told AFP during the trip.
“Every Hong Konger has stress
from work, from affording a flat, from
life and now we can’t go travelling,” he
added, referencing strict coronavirus
quarantine rules.
Fellow passenger Matthew Chick
said he had been having trouble sleeping in recent weeks and decided to
give the journey a go. But he struggled
to peel his eyes away from the view.
“The weather today is too good to
be sleeping,” the 29-year-old said.
Frankie Chow, the entrepreneur
who came up with the idea, sees the
bus as serving two purposes – a potential nap for those struggling to sleep
and also a bit of excitement for any
Hong Kongers who want a bit of sightseeing.

Serial blasts rock UP courts, 14 killed

November 24 >> from the archives of the Hindustan Times

New Delhi- An email warning
television news channels of the
serial bomb blasts in three
cities of Uttar Pradesh on
Friday was sent from a cybercafe in east Delhi’s Laxmi Nagar
area, police and intelligence
sources told the Hindustan
Times. The mail with the
header ‘Indian Mujahideen,’ was sent from the ID
guru_alhindi@yahoo.fr. It said
that “within minutes” lawyers
would be attacked.
Intelligence agencies have
tracked down the cyber café and
were questioning the owner till
late in the night.
The near-simultaneous blasts in

Mae West dead
Los
Angeles
–Legendary
Hollywood bombshell Mae West who starred in vaudeville, plays and
films as a brassy, bosomy sex
symbol of the 1920s and '30s - died
yesterday at her apartment here at
the age of 87.
The aging sex queen died just
three weeks after leaving a
hospital where she had spent three
months recuperating from a mild
stroke that left her speech impaired.
Her death in her Hollywood
apartment was confirmed by

INDIA HAILS
GALWAN
HEROES

Family members receive the Vir Chakra (posthumous) awards conferred on Naik Deepak Singh and Sepoy Gurtej Singh

Conrad Joshua, an operator at the
front desk of the Ravenswood
apartments.
After a 27-year hiatus from
film-making, she returned to the big
screen twice in the 1970s. "Myra
Breckenridge" in 1970 was her
first picture since 1943 and in
1977 she played a film star on
her sixth honeymoon in "Sextette .
But for the most part, she was
rarely seen in public in recent years.
She lived in palatial splendour near
Beverly Hills almost a recluse - on

1980

court premises in Varanasi,
Faizabad and Lucknow, that
killed 14 people and injured
over 50 others, targeted
lawyers, sources said. On
November 17, lawyers of the
session court in Lucknow beat
up three Jaish-e-Mohammad
militants who had planned
to kidnap Rahul Gandhi.
Lawyers of the state had
also refused to represent
WaliUllah, mastermind of the
March 2006 blasts at the
SankatMochan temple in
Banaras as also JalaluddinMolla, a key Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami militant arrested in the state
in June.

2007

enormous
wealth
resulting from shrewd
real estate investments
and top salaries in her
years as a star.
Miss West made
millions muttering spicy
comments.
She had perfected an
inimitable style, alhough
many tried: the silken,
hip-swinging walk, the
languid glance, the lethargic
but
meaningful

McGrath lets it rip, West Indies all out for 82
Brisbane- Glenn Mcgrath
targeted Brian Lara's pyschological wicket to rip the heart out of
the fragile West Indies batting
and put Australia on course
to victory in the first cricket
Test at the Gabba here today.
The Australian strike bowler
dismissed the enigmatic Lara for
a duck with his first ball -- the
11th time he's got Lara's scalp in
their 14 Test encounters -- to put
the skids under the tourists as

they caved in for 82.
At the close, Australia, bidding to
equal the West Indies' 16-year
record of 11 consecutive Test
wins, laid the foundation
for a matchwinning first
innings lead when they
sauntered to 107 for one -- a lead
of 25 runs.
McGrath snared six for 17 off 20
Overs to condemn the Caribbean
tourists to their fifth sub-hundred
total in two years.
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The Science Of It
WITH ASTEROID DIMORPHOS WOULD OCCUR BETWEEN SEPT 26 AND OCT 1 NEXT YEARl

Nasa’s DART mission to deflect asteroid in test
of ‘planetary defence’ to be launched today
Nasa’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) , which is scheduled to be launched aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket at
11:20 am IST on November 24 from Vandenberg Space Force Base in California, is to determine whether this is an
effective way to deflect the course of an asteroid should one threaten the Earth in the future.
Agence France-Presse

NASA mission to test method to prevent major asteroids impacting Earth

WASHINGTON: In the 1998 Hollywood

DART (Double Asteroid Redirection Test) aims to crash a spacecraft into a mini-asteroid, orbiting a larger asteroid, and change its trajectory.
Neither asteroid poses a threat and there are currently no known asteroids on an impact course with Earth .

blockbuster Armageddon, Bruce
Willis and Ben Affleck race to save
the Earth from being pulverized by
an asteroid. While the Earth faces no
such immediate danger, Nasa plans
to crash a spacecraft travelling at a
speed of 24,000 kph into an asteroid
next year in a test of “planetary
defence.” The Double Asteroid Redirection Test is to determine whether
this is an effective way to deflect the
course of an asteroid should one
threaten the Earth in the future.
Nasa provided details of the DART
mission, which carries a price tag of
$330 million, in a briefing recently
“Although there isn’t a currently
known asteroid that’s on an impact
course with the Earth though we do
know that there is a large population
of near-Earth asteroids out there,”
said Lindley Johnson, Nasa’s Planetary Defence Officer.
“The key to planetary defence is
finding them well before they are an
impact threat,” Johnson said. “We
don’t want to be in a situation where
an asteroid is headed towards Earth
and then have to test this capability.”
The DART spacecraft is scheduled
to be launched aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket at 10:20 pm Pacific time
on November 23 (11:20 am IST on

An artist's illustration shows the DART spacecraft
prior to impact at the Didymos binary system AFP

DART spacecraft
u Weight: 610 kg
u Crash speed: 24,000 kph
u Dimensions: 1.2 × 1.3 × 1.3 m
u 8.5 m with solar panels
u On board camera to
take images on
approach

Original orbit

Projected
new orbit
Asteroid

DIDYMOS
DIMORPHOS

780 m

Didymos’ mini-asteroid
satellite
160 m

Collision to be observed
by telescopes on Earth
to measure change
in mini-asteroid’s orbit

LICIACUBE
COLLISION SCHEDULED
Sept 26 - Oct 1, 2022,
11 million km
from Earth

DART
Launch date: 0620 GMT
Nov 24 from Vandenberg
Space Force Base in California

Astronomers estimate there are about 25,000 near-Earth asteroids close to 140 metres
or larger in size — big enough to cause regional devastation if they were to hit Earth
November 24) from Vandenberg
Space Force Base in California.
If the launch takes place at or
around that time, impact with the
asteroid some 6.8 million miles from
Earth would occur between September 26 and October 1 next year.
The target asteroid, Dimorphos,
which means “two forms” in Greek, is
about 525 feet in diameter and orbits
around a larger asteroid named Didymos, “twin” in Greek. Johnson said
that while neither asteroid poses a
threat to Earth they are ideal candi-

A mini-satellite*
with two cameras
deploys 10 days
before collision.
It will fly past
3 minutes afterwards
and transmit
images to Earth

dates for the test because of the ability to observe them with groundbased telescopes. Images will also be
collected by a miniature cameraequipped satellite contributed by the
Italian Space Agency that will be
ejected by the DART spacecraft 10
days before impact.
‘A small nudge’
Nancy Chabot of the Johns Hopkins
Applied Physics Laboratory, which
built the DART spacecraft, said
Dimorphos completes an orbit

SOURCE: NASA *CONTRIBUTED BY ITALIAN SPACE AGENCY

around Didymos every 11 hours and
55 minutes “just like clockwork.”
The DART spacecraft, which will
weigh 1,210 pounds at the time of
impact, will not “destroy” the asteroid, Chabot said. “It’s just going to
give it a small nudge,” she said. “It’s
going to deflect its path around the
larger asteroid.” “It’s only going to be
a change of about 1% in that orbital
period,” Chabot said.
The test is designed to help scientists understand how much momentum is needed to deflect an asteroid

in the event one is headed towards
Earth one day. “We are targeting to
be as nearly head on as possible to
cause the biggest deflection,” Chabot
said. The amount of deflection will
depend to a certain extent on the
composition of Dimorphos and scientists are not entirely certain how
porous the asteroid is.
Dimorphos is the most common
type of asteroid in space and is some
4.5 billion years old, Chabot said. “It’s
a fine grain mixture of rock and
metal together, ” she said.

JAMES WEBB SPACE
TELESCOPE LAUNCH
DELAYED AFTER
SITE INCIDENT
WASHINGTON: The launch of the
James Webb Space Telescope, which
astronomers hope will herald a new
era of discovery, has been delayed
until December 22 after an accident
at its launch facility in French Guiana, Nasa said on Monday.
Technicians were preparing to
attach the $10 billion observatory to a
launch vehicle adapter, used to fix it
to the upper stage of an Ariane 5
rocket.
“A sudden, unplanned release of a
clamp band –-which secures Webb to
the launch vehicle adapter – caused a
vibration throughout the observatory,” the US space agency said in a
blog post, adding that the incident
occurred while operations were taking place “under Arianespace overall
responsibility.”
Arianespace is the French launch
company contracted to launch the
telescope. A Nasa-led team is now
investigating how it happened and
testing “to determine with certainty
the incident did not damage any components.” The space telescope was
originally supposed to launch on
December 18, so for now the delay is
only a few days.
Researchers want to use the Webb
space telescope, the largest and most
powerful ever built, to look back in
time over 13.5 billion years to see the
first stars and galaxies that formed, a
few hundred million years after the
Big Bang. A key feature is its ability to
detect infrared, as by the time the
light from the first objects reaches
our telescopes, it has shifted toward
the red end of the electromagnetic
spectrum as a result of the universe’s
AFP
expansion.

The James Webb Space Telescope
stands at The Guiana Space Centre,
Kourou, French Guiana
AFP FILE
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Rahul out of NZ series, Surya added to team
KANPUR: India opener KL Rahul was
on Tuesday ruled out of the two-Test
series against New Zealand due to a
muscle strain in his left thigh.
Suryakumar Yadav, who was a part
of India’s Test squad that travelled to
England, has been added to the side.

Suryakumar Yadav.

PTI

The opening Test is scheduled to
begin here from Thursday.
“Team India batsman KL Rahul
has sustained a muscle strain on
his left thigh and has been ruled
out of the upcoming two-match Test
series against New Zealand,” BCCI
said in a release.
“He will now undergo rehabilitation at NCA in preparation for the
series against South Africa scheduled
next month,” the release added.
Rahul was missing from the Indian
team’s customary practice session,
attended by almost all the players at
the Green Park stadium on Tuesday.
The 29-year-old Rahul has featured
in 40 Tests, scoring 2321 runs at an
average of 35.16. His highest score
was 199 that came against England in
Chennai in 2016.
Shubman Gill was seen opening
the batting along with Mayank Agarwal during the team’s net session as
Cheteshwar Pujara, the vice captain
for the series-opener, also batted.
There is a strong possibility that
either Shreyas Iyer or Suryakumar
Yadav will make his Test debut and
bat in the middle-order.
Young batter Shubhman was
expected to bat in the middle order
but now in the absence of Rahul, he
will be asked to play in his usual
opening slot.

llF O O T B A L L l

Southgate eyes return to club football
LONDON: England manager Gareth

Southgate said he would like to return
to club management at some point
and that he would be motivated to
“prove people wrong” about his track
record in domestic football.
Southgate, who was handed the
England job on a full-time basis in
2016, signed a new contract through to
the end of 2024 on Monday. He led
England to the 2018 World Cup semifinals and the Euro 2020 final this
year. The 51-year-old’s only role in
charge of a club was at Middlesbrough
where his three-year stint came to an
end after their relegation from the
Premier League in 2009.
“There is the obvious challenge
because people view my club management purely through the eyes of a relegation. There is the part of you that
wants to prove people wrong,” Southgate told British media on Monday.

Lionel Messi was one of the scorers in PSG’s 2-0 win over Manchester City when they squared-off in September.

“There will be a day when I do that,
I’m sure. If in three years I decided
that was it, I (would be) 53, with the
experience of managing in one of the
most pressurised jobs in football, with
the biggest games in world football
behind you. If that was the decision at
that point, then I would have a lot of
excellent experiences behind me.”
England qualified for next year’s
World Cup as group winners with a
10-0 victory in San Marino last week.
A three-year spell at Middlesbrough, which ended in relegation
from the Premier League, and mixed
results with England’s under-21s was
all Southgate had to offer on his
coaching CV when he was appointed.
However, his calm presence has
proved to be the perfect fit for a richly
talented generation of players who
have made England a force to be reckoned with again at international level.

llT E N N I S l

In Nadal’s absence,
Spain bank on Alcaraz
in Davis Cup
MADRID: Holders Spain finally get the
chance to try and retain their Davis
Cup crown when the competition
resumes in yet another new format
across three European cities on
Thursday with all eyes on Carlos Alcaraz in the absence of Rafael Nadal.
Two years ago in the inaugural edition of the revamped team event, a
Nadal-inspired Spain claimed the title
after an exhausting week in Madrid’s
Caja Magica. The pandemic scuppered last year’s 18-nation Davis Cup
Finals and since then the International Tennis Federation (ITF) and
partners Kosmos Tennis have moved
to make the event more manageable,
with Turin and Innsbruck added as
co-hosts. Starting on Thursday, the 18
finalists will compete in six groups of
three with eight qualifying for the
knockout rounds and the final taking
place in Madrid on December 5.
But Spain will feel right at home
with Group A, which also includes a
powerful Russian team and Ecuador,
in Madrid. They will not have talisman Nadal though as he continues his
recovery from a foot injury. Instead,
the focus will be on Alcaraz, the

Carlos Alcaraz.

REUTERS

Blockbuster on the cards
as Man City host PSG
Agencies
sportm@hindustantimes.com

MANCHESTER: In a heavyweight tussle

worthy of a final, Manchester City
hosts Paris Saint-Germain with
both teams potentially in line to seal
their progress to the last 16 with
a game to spare.
City lead by one point from PSG,
who are four ahead of Club Brugge. If
Leipzig beat Brugge away in the other
game, City and PSG advance whatever
the result in their game at Etihad
Stadium. City would guarantee topping the group with a victory and
will be looking to make a statement
after losing in Paris in the return fixture, which marked Lionel Messi’s
first goal for PSG.
Kevin De Bruyne will be missing for
City due to Covid. It’s a return to
England for PSG manager Mauricio
Pochettino, who reached the 2019
Champions League final with Tottenham. Now the Argentine is in Man-

chester while being touted as a contender for the managerial vacancy
created at Manchester United by the
firing of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
City midfielder Ilkay Gundogan said
on Tuesday that Manchester City are
determined to return to the final and
will use their disappointment of losing
last season’s showpiece as motivation.
City reached their first ever Champions League final in May but lost 1-0
to Chelsea, with Gundogan collecting
his second runners-up medal having
been on the losing Borussia Dortmund side in 2013.
“Having that game of the final last
season still in our minds will give us
some more motivation - even though
it’s not needed. Once you’ve been in
the final you always want to go back,”
the German told a news conference.
“I’ll try my best to get to the final,
whether it’s this year or another. It’s
about that will to go as far as possible
and then that combination, of a little
bit of luck and the right qualities and

players. We can do it, that should be
the target for us.”
PSG won their home match in September but Guardiola’s side have won
all their other games so far and top the
group on nine points, one ahead of the
French club, in their bid to secure a
favourable draw in the next round.
Former Barcelona boss Guardiola
knows all too well the threat posed by
PSG’s Lionel Messi and said the
Argentine forward was still unplayable at the age of 34.
“It’s so difficult. Sometimes when
he has the ball, you don’t know what
to do - not even he knows,” Guardiola
said. “I’m so happy he’s still playing
and the level he plays and the quality.”
“I had the feeling every season is
tougher to qualify for the last 16.
Opponents, managers, players
tougher and tougher. Tomorrow we
have a chance to qualify and if we do
that it would be so good for the club
and players. We’re going to try.”
City forward Jack Grealish missed

the weekend Premier League win
over Everton but could feature on
Wednesday, while Kevin De Bruyne
is in self-isolation following a positive
Covid-19 test.
Bale, Hazard out of Real
squad for Sheriff match
Real Madrid forwards Eden Hazard
and Gareth Bale have been left out of
the squad for Wednesday’s Champions League group match at Sheriff
Tiraspol, the LaLiga club said.
Manager Carlo Ancelotti said on
Saturday Hazard was suffering from
gastroenteritis, while Bale picked up a
knock last week while on international duty with Wales.
Both players missed Sunday’s 4-1
league win at Granada, which moved
them a point clear at the top.
Real named forwards Karim Benzema, Luka Jovic, Vinicius Jr, Rodrygo and Mariano Diaz in their
23-man travelling squad for the match
against the Moldovan side.

AFP

18-year-old being tipped as the player
most likely to fill the void when
20-time Grand Slam champion Nadal
retires. Alcaraz will be making his
debut in the competition and will be
joined by Roberto Bautista Agut, one
of the heroes of 2019 when Spain beat
Canada in the final, as well as Pablo
Carreno Busta, Feliciano Lopez and
Marcel Granollers. Spain begin on Friday against Ecuador.
In Group F in Innsbruck, Serbia are
up against Austria and Germany. Britain, semi-finalists in 2019, are in
Group C which also consists of France
and the Czech Republic. The United
States are in Group E in Turin alongside Italy and Colombia. Australia’s
Group D with Croatia and Hungary
while Group B contains Canada, Sweden and Kazakhstan.

llN B A l

Kevin Durant (left) scored 27 points to help Brooklyn Nets beat Cleveland
Cavaliers 117-112 during their NBA match at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse in
Cleveland on Monday.
USA TODAY SPORTS

llC R I C K E T l

Being fearless has helped me
enjoy the game, says Pujara

MESSI, RON, SALAH
ON SHORTLIST FOR
FIFA BEST MEN’S
PLAYER AWARD
Reuters
sportm@hindustantimes.com

Press Trust of India
sportm@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: It wasn’t an alteration in
technique but a fearless approach
that has brought the joy back in batting for Cheteshwar Pujara, who won’t
put undue pressure of performance
on himself.
Pujara insisted that not having a
Test hundred in three years doesn’t
perturb him as long as his 80s and 90s
are coming in winning causes. Did he
think that his aggressive approach in
England Tests after facing criticism
for ‘lack of intent’, helped him?
“Yes, I feel so. When it comes to performing, the mindset was a little different but when it comes to technique
I don’t think there was a major change
in technique. It was just the approach
and I was a little fearless which helps,”
Pujara said.
He did admit in a roundabout manner that he was putting too much
pressure on himself earlier, which has
changed since he scored 91 and 61 at
Leeds and Oval at a decent clip. “You
don’t need to put too much pressure
on yourself and just try and go there
and enjoy the game rather than worrying too much about what’s going
around. That was the mindset during
England series. So far preparation has
been good and experiences of playing
in Indian conditions will help in the
next couple of Tests,” the senior batter, who will be vice captain for the
series-opener, said.
For Pujara, lack of Test hundred
since January, 2019 isn’t a problem.
“As far as my hundred is concerned,

Cheteshwar Pujara last scored a Test century in January 2019 but that isn’t
bothering him as he is making useful contributions in team’s success.
REUTERS

when it has to happen it will happen.
My job is to bat well for the team and
it’s not that I haven’t been getting
runs. I have got 80s and 90s. As long
as I am batting well and contributing
for the team, I am not bothered about
my hundred. It’s matter of one
innings,” he made it clear.
His captain for the first Test,
Ajinkya Rahane has not been in the
best for form for the last two years but
Pujara is confident that a quality
player like him won’t stay quiet for a
long time. “He is a great player but
there are times when a player goes
through tough times and that’s part of
the game. So there will be ups and
downs but he is a confident player,
one who works very hard on his game

and I am very sure and he is just one
innings away from getting a big score.
“Once he gets a big hundred, he will
back in form. He has been working
hard in the nets and I have been seeing the way he has been batting. He is
in good touch.”
Dravid’s entry into the dressing
room is a win-win situation for
Pujara, whose game is modelled on
current India head coach’s tight
defensive technique. “It will help most
of the players, especially young players who have worked with Rahul bhai
during U-19 and India ‘A’ days. Even
experienced players like us, I have
played with Rahul bhai. I have worked
with him during A series, so all of us
are looking forward to his guidance.”

ZURICH: Paris St Germain forward
Lionel Messi, Manchester United’s
Cristiano Ronaldo and Liverpool’s
Mohamed Salah are among the 11
players shortlisted for The Best FIFA
Men’s Player award, the world governing body said on Monday.
The trio are joined by last year’s
winner Robert Lewandowski of Bayern Munich, Manchester City playmaker Kevin De Bruyne and Chelsea
duo N’Golo Kante and Jorginho.
Real Madrid‘s Karim Benzema,
Borussia Dortmund striker Erling
Haaland and PSG pair Kylian Mbappe
and Neymar complete the list.
Women’s Super League players
dominate the women’s award with
Arsenal’s Vivianne Miedema, City duo
Lucy Bronze and Ellen White and
Chelsea quartet Sam Kerr, Magdalena
Eriksson, Pernille Harder and Ji
So-yun all in contention.
Emma Hayes, who led Chelsea to
the 2021 Champions League final, is
joined on The Best FIFA Women’s
Coach shortlist by England manager
Sarina Wiegman and Canada coach
Beverly Priestman.
Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola, Chelsea’s Thomas Tuchel
and Tottenham boss Antonio Conte
are nominated for the men’s award,
along with Germany’s Hansi Flick and
Italy coach Roberto Mancini, who led
them to the Euro 2020 title.
Liverpool’s Alisson Becker, Chelsea’s Edouard Mendy and Leicester
City’s Kasper Schmeichel are among
the nominees for The Best FIFA Men’s
Goalkeeper award. The winners will
be announced on January 17.

