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inch closer to Premier
League title
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Which is the
largest cat species
in the world?
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NEWSMAKERS OF 2021
S
CLUETHAT
2021 GAVE US SOME MOMENTS
HAVE CHANGED
THE WORLD FOR GOOD, SOME FOR THE BETTER AND
SOME FOR THE WORSE...

Prince Harry and
CLUES
Megan Markle

J

T

he Duke and Duchess of
Sussex made news in March
this year with their twohour sit-down tell-all interview
with Oprah Winfrey. The first
part of the interview was with
Meghan Markle during which she
said that she had felt suicidal
while living and working as a
member of the royal family and
that when she tried to seek professional help, she was told it
“wouldn’t be good for the institution”. She further said a member
of the royal household had
remarked and raised concerns
about the colour of their son
Archie’s skin while she was pregnant with him. In the other part,
Prince Harry revealed his nonexistent relationship with his
brother, Prince William.

Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris

oe Biden was
sworn
in as the 46th
President and Kamala
Harris as the 49th Vice
President of the United
States on January 20
this year. The duo has
many ‘firsts’ to their
credit. For starters,
Biden is the oldest US
President, the first to
have a female Vice
President and the first
from Delaware. Kamala
Harris became the first
Indian-American, the
first woman, and the first African-American to be sworn
in as the Vice President.

T

I

PARAG AGRAWAL

ndian-born techie
Parag Agarwal was
appointed as the
new CEO of Twitter and
has become another
star in the galaxy of
Indian-born CEOs leading top global tech
firms. He joins the elite
list of Sundar Pichai, Satya Nadella, Arvind
Krishna, Shantanu Narayen, Raghu
Raghuram, who head Google,
Microsoft, IBM, Adobe and
VMWare, respectively.
Parag took over Twitter’s
reins from its co-founder
CEO Jack Dorsey,
who was at
the helm of
the company for
16
years.

INDIAN MEDALLISTS AT THE TOKYO
OLYMPICS AND PARALYMPICS

DR SWATI MOHAN

ouchdown confirmed! Dr Swati Mohan’s
announcement made history on February 19
this year, as it meant that NASA’s Mars
2020 Perseverance Rover had landed on the Red
Planet’s surface. This was significant after the
rover had been in the space for seven months, with
some tense moments, as it navigated a tricky touchdown after plunging through the Martian atmosphere. Indian-born
Swati spearheaded the mission, as she steered the controls and the
landing of the rover.

A

fter the corona carnage that shook the nation through March, April and May, we were
desperately looking for some cheer. That came in the form of the record
contingent to the Tokyo Olympics. The Indian contingent surpassed their mark
from Rio 2016 and returned home with a total of seven medals — their best tally to date.
Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra made history on August 7, 2021, by winning India's first-ever
gold medal in athletics at the Olympics. It was Indian girl-power all the way at Tokyo.
Saikhom Mirabai Chanu brought home the country’s first-ever silver in women's weightlifting and became the first Indian Olympic medallist in the sport since 2000. Lovlina
Borgohain bagged the bronze in women’s boxing. The hockey team — men's and women’s
— were no less in their share of accomplishments. The men won the bronze medal —
their first Olympic medal since 1980, and the women’s team was placed fourth.

CLUE 1: Count Malayan, Indochinese and Amur among its
subspecies.
CLUE 2: It’s also the thirdlargest carnivore on land,
after the polar bear and
brown bear; at full speed it
can reach up to 65 km/hr.
CLUE 3: Famous fictional
depictions of the animal
include Richard Parker,
Hobbes and Rajah.

CLUES

Answer: TIGER. A total of 124 tiger
deaths were recorded in the country in 2021 — the highest in a
decade. Data sourced from the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority till December 29 this year
revealed that nearly 50% (60) of
the deceased big cats fell prey to
poachers, accidents and man-animal conflict outside protected
areas. The number in 2016 was
almost as high, at 121. Statewise,
Madhya Pradesh, with 526 tigers,
recorded the highest loss at 41, followed by Maharashtra, which has
312 tigers, at 25, and Karnataka,
which hosts 524 tigers, at 15.

Instagram to 'double
down' on video, focus
on Reels in 2022

I

n a video message, Meta-owned
photo-sharing platform Instagram's head Adam Mosseri said
that the platform will "double down"
on video and focus on Reels in the upcoming year. Mosseri said, Instagram
will "consolidate all of our video products around Reels and continue to grow
that product", Engadget reported on
Wednesday. “We are going to have to
rethink what Instagram is because the
world is changing quickly and we're
going to have to change with it,”
Mosseri was quoted as saying.

Instagram has been making some
changes to how it handles videos in
recent months. In October, it killed
off the IGTV brand to bring longerform videos into the main feed.
However, users need to tap through
to Reels to watch the full video.

FASHION TRENDS
that ruled 2021

W

hile some fashion trends go out of style, some make a comeback, leaving their impact on society, something we have
observed time and again. 2021 wasn’t quite the triumphant
return to normalcy as we all hoped for, but that didn't really
stop fashion-lovers to experiment with a slew of new fashion trends...

ONLINE TOI

Customised funky
jewellery
Mismatched jewellery, chunky
monochrome rings, thick
chains, stone necklaces,
colourful chunky bangles —
became popular in 2021

Chunky loafers

VIBRANT
COLOURS

When it comes to footwear,
sneakers and killer heels
were almost nowhere to be
seen and instead were
replaced with chunky and
thick chained sandals, also
called loafers

Sunny hue, Poppin Pink,
Purple Red, Vibrant Orange,
and not to forget the Lime
Green! The fashion enthusiasts goaded themselves to
these mood-lifting colours
after the jinx of pandemic
came to some rest

FUNKY PANTS

BOLD PRINTS
Floral, botanical and psychedelic statement prints
surged this year, as they
acted as a mood-uplifting
way to raise people's
spirits amidst the
pandemic

ANIMAL PRINT
Animal print is a trend that never goes out of style. However, it
has a certain period when it gets popular— usually during the
winter/spring season. The wildlife pattern prints, which include
leopard, cheetah, zebra, etc, signify independence

We said goodbye to the
millennial-beloved skinny
jeans and welcomed the
boot cuts, 70s widelegged jeans, '90s skater
jeans. Bold printed pants
also made their structured place in our
wardrobes

Newspaper in
Education

Welcome 2022 with a dollop of hope

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS SHARE WHAT
THEY ARE HOPEFUL FOR
LESSONS OF 2021 FOR ’22
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MOST-ANTICIPATED MOVIES
BOOKS BUZZ FOR 2022
MUSIC NEWS
THE BIG TRENDS IN HEALTH, LIFESTYLE,
TRAVEL, ENVIRONMENT AND MORE
TRIVIA

MARK YOUR DATE

JANUARY 1, 2022

Happy
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WIZARD’S CORNER

“Life is short, but there is always time
enough for courtesy.”
RALPH WALDO EMERSON, POET
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Riding with the

Riddle

Draw the easy way

1) EATH
a. Sweat
c. Beat

b. Red
d. Heat

b. Mesmerise
d. Gigantic

b. Café
d. Curse

a. Burnt
c. Attitude

b. Ignorance
d. Nature

I protect your home when you are
away or when you are home alone. In
fact, I can protect everything useful. I
have one special friend, without
whom I cannot do. We are a pair.
Others in my clan too have one
special friend each, who come in
different shapes, sizes and colours.
Who are we?

Step-2

Answer: Lock and Key

Step-1

a. Mountain
c. Majestic

4) RUTNB

2) RECLU
a. Cold
c. Cruel

S K, class V, NPS
Yeshwanthpur

3) MSECITJA

Answers: 1) d, 2) c, 3) c, 4) a

ANAGHA SASTIKAR
Art Educator
Bodakdev School For
Children, Ahmedabad

OLD AND NEW

Complete these
statements on books with
Old / New titles...

1

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

5

'The Old Man and The Sea'
is by

A) Faulkner
C) Hawthorne

is a

A) Play
C) Novel

B) Hemingway
D) Fitzgerald

Step-4

Step-3

3

Dickens' 'The Old
Curiosity Shop' features
virtuous

2

Aldous Huxley is the
author of 'A Brave
New_______'
Step-5

A) Earth
C) World

Step-6

B) Country
D) Nation

Answers: 1) B. Hemingway 2) C. World 3) B. Nell
4) D. Climbs 5) A. Play 6) D. Berry

Idiom -etrics

Editor
in the making

Joseph Kesselring's
'Arsenic and Old Lace'

A) Rosa
C) Edith

B) Nell
D) Betsy

6

John Irving's 'The
Hotel New Hampshire'
is about people called
A) Terry
C) Jerry

(Choose the idiom that best suits the situation)

A

jay planned to study aeronautical engineering after
he finished school. He had been fascinated
with flying ever since he was a child and
was eager to learn all that he could about aircraft. Unfortunately, Ajay did not do well in
his final examination and was unable to pursue
his dream. He had to settle for a college course
in which he had no interest.
A. Storm in a teacup
B. Not (one's) cup of tea
C. As good as a chocolate teapot

After LM Montgomery's
4
'Emily of New Moon'
comes 'Emily________ '
A) Cares
C) Clings

B) Calls
D) Climbs

WEAVE A STORY WITH IMAGES

Tell Tale
And the
winner is...
SUHAANI HALDAR,

class VII, Julien Day School,
Kolkata, West Bengal

Answer: B

U

A. Fiddle while Rome burns
B. Rome
was not
built in a day
C. All roads
lead to
Rome

I

WHERE CAN
I GO?

TRIVIA

n 64 AD, a fire swept through Rome. By
the time it was extinguished, 10 of the
city's 14 districts were destroyed.
Some historians held Emperor Nero
responsible for this conflagration.
Instead of taking action to stop the fire,
Nero played his lyre and composed a song
about the destruction. 'To fiddle while
Rome burns' is to carry on happily as
usual rather than dealing with something
that needs attention.

M
ciao!
hallo!

hello!

hola!

Learn a

Answer: A

GERMAN
Name the Polygon that has 15
Sides?

NUMBER SERIES

What comes after a Trillion?
B) Billion
D) Quadrillion
Answer : D

A) Million
C) Trillion

What is the other name of
the Perimeter of a Circle?

A) Circumference
C) Radius of the circle

B) The Constant Pi
D) Diameter

5

Riya ranked 8th from the
top & 26th from the bottom
in a class. How many students
are there in the class?
A) 44 B) 33 C) 55 D) 88

Answer : B

2

B) 10 zero
D) 19 zero

Answer : A

A) 12 zero
C) 15 zero

4

Meaning: Nice to meet you

Answer : A

1

How many zeros are there in
One Trillion?

B) Decagon
D) Polygon

1) Nett, Sie kennen zu lernen
2) Tisch für zwei bitte
Meaning: Table for two, please

3) Wo ist die Toilette?
Meaning: Where is the bathroom?

4) Wie geht es dir?Haben Sie noch
Zimmer frei?
Meaning: Do you have any rooms available?

5) Auf Wiedersehen
Meaning: Goodbye

Work sheet
Q:1 How will you say Goodbye?
Q:2 How will you ask for a
bathroom?
Q:3 How will you say, “ Table for two
please”
Q:4 How will you ask if there are
rooms available?

Answers: 1) Auf Wiedersehen 2) Wo ist die Toilette? 3) Tisch für zwei bitte
4) Haben Sie noch Zimmer frei?

A) Octagon
C) Pentadecagon

Answer : C

3

B) Kerry
D) Berry

Observe these images below carefully, then weave a story around them in not
more than 150 words and give it a title. Ensure, reference of all images is there in
the story. Mail the story to us at toinie175@gmail.com.
The interesting one will be published in the edition.
Watch out for this space!!!

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON, teacher, Aavishkar Academy, Bengaluru

nconcerned about a test she had
the following morning, Sonia
spent most of Sunday at a mall
with friends.

B) Memoir
D) Essay

om ! Can we go to the pet
store today?" I shouted.
"Well, you can go straight
to the White House in US,” said
my mom. "Why?" I asked. "Joe
Biden has welcomed a new puppy
called Commander to the White
House so you can go there as you
want a pet," my mom said.
"That's great! Then can we go to
the movie theatre today?
Because Bajrangi Bhaijaan is back
once again. Hurrah !!" I yelled.
"Today you are staying at home
because I will prepare your
favourite Joumou pumpkin soup
for lunch, which has got cultural
heritage tag!" said my mother.
"Wow! Thanks for the lovely treat,
Mom," I exclaimed. During lunch
as I was drinking the mouthwatering soup, I asked my mom
"Mom, do you think Mamata can
do her magic in Goa?" "Time will
tell us dear. How is the soup?"
"Awesome Mom ! You are superb,
" I shouted.

CLICK HERE: PAGE 3 AND 4
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TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH IN 2022

A

of our homes and reminisce how
all of us have managed to keep our
lives moving despite the trials and
tribulations. We need to drift with
the tide by taking precautions, being aware and most importantly
by keeping the flame of faith and
hope burning bright.
Christmas and New Year is
also the time for prayers and
thanksgiving. We ought to thank
the superpower for the ‘gift of life’.
Express your gratitude to those
who enabled you to progress in
life. As you enjoy vacation time,
take good care of yourselves and
your loved ones. Indulge in taking
care of your body and mind: enjoy nutritious meals, play indoor
games and immerse in hobbies,
read books and comics, watch your
favourite shows, give vent to your

s we bid adieu to 2021,
think of the strength
you gained and appreciate how far you have
come. Like every other year, the last one year was full
of challenges and to top it up, the
entire world was in the grip of an
unseen adversary. So far we have
fought it out well and emerged victorious. The very young, adults and
the elderly have made humongous
efforts and protected themselves to
the best of their ability. Mankind
has used its knowledge and resources to the optimum. But like
any other battle some precious lives
have been lost. As the New Year
comes knocking on the door, let us
celebrate ‘being alive’ on planet
earth. It is the time of the year
when we should sit in the comfort

creativity by using resources available at home. Make yourselves fitter and stronger to face the upcoming challenges.
As we herald 2022 with a lot of
happiness and optimism, we need
to realise our duties and responsibilities towards our family and society. In the coming year, you will
be a year older, wiser and will also
progress to a new session in school.
Whether online or offline, education will be on. Let us resolve to be
unshakeable within and move on
to create a better world. As someone rightly said, ‘Tomorrow is the
first blank page of a 365 page book.
So write a good one’!

ALKA SINGH, HOD-English,
Air Force Golden Jubilee Institute,
Subroto Park

Bringing cheers and smiles

Handball team makes DAV proud

R

H

yan International School,
Sector 31, Gurugram celebrated Christmas with
great zeal and enthusiasm on December 21 and tried to
bring smile on the faces
of the poor and needy. To
mark the significance of
this festival with joy and
the spirit of giving, charity donation was initiated.
Ryanites did not forget to bring a smile on
the face of the underprivileged section of the society
in this pandemic. It seemed as if
the feeling of Love and Care
was brimming out of their
heart. The school teachers and
students readily lent their hand
in this Charity.
They visited the A-1 Block of

South City II and performed by
singing Christmas carols and
children also participated with
full enthusiasm. Then School
teachers donated woolen

a rdwo rk
b e a r s
fruit after
testing
one’s patience. But
when the time is
right, the rewards
of good efforts are
innumerable. A
similar shower of
laurels
poured
down on DAV Public School Jasola
Vihar when their
student handball
teams bagged major positions in the Zone 29 Inter
School tournament organised at
the School of Excellence, Kalkaji.
The Boys’ Junior Handball
team secured the first position in
their category, where the final
match was played between DAVPS
Jasola and the School of Excellence
Kalkaji on 21st December 2021.
Another feather was added in
the school’s cap when the Senior
Boys Handball team won the 3rd

clothes, dry food items, and daily
use items to the needy children
which are taken care by Sudha
Foundation in Society. They
learned to lead a life which was
woven with the values and
beliefs of our beloved chairman
Dr A F Pinto.

03

It’s not just a place where you get to learn Einstein’s Theory of
Relativity. It’s also a place where you can think beyond the
classroom. Hence we say, SCHOOL IS COOL!

Coming to school for fun

B

hatnagar International
Summit initiated a circus
themed event – Kids Frolica
on December 11, for different age groups with many play areas. This event offered a bouncy, pottery, painting on the spot, fun games,
dance and music.
As the Covid related protocols
are of utmost concern, proper measures were taken such as wearing a
mask at all times, sanitisation and
social distancing. The event was
highly appreciated by the parents

as the children got a chance to move
out, be in their school and meet
their teachers.

Greenwanians shine

A

drawing
/essay/slogan/shor
t film making
competition was
organised by DLSA
Shahdara under the
aegis of NALSA and
DSLSA from November 8

to 12, to celebrate Azadi
ka Amrit Mahotsav.
Greenwanians participated in this mega event
with enthusiasm. Harishit
Kumar of VIII B got second
prize in the inter school essay competition. Principal
of the school congratulated and appreciated the participants and winners.

Prize distribution ceremony
held at Mount Olympus

M
position in Inter-school Handball
Tournament.
This adds to the proud feat of
the school in winning handball
championships for the sixth consecutive year.
The School Principal Dr V. K.
Barthwal congratulated the Physical Education teacher, Naresh
Singh Bisht and the student handball teams for their consistent hard
work and sportsmanship.

ount Olympus School,
Malibu Town, Gurugram
celebrated its annual award
ceremony and felicitation
of Olympiad winners on December 18
with great enthusiasm at the school
premises.
The programme began with the auspicious lightening of the lamp by the
renowned educationist and school principal Dr Neeti C Kaushik. It was a spectacular moment in school when the students who had scored national and international ranks at the various
Olympiads were felicitated.
The meritorious students who had
brought laurels in the academics were
too given away prizes. School principal
applauded the efforts of students, edu-

cators, and the parent community for
the achievements. She motivated the students and wished them success in their
new endeavours. Cultural performances by the students made the atmosphere
lively and scintillating. Covid norms
were strictly followed while organising
the programme.

BLOOPERS IN ONLINE CLASSES
KEPT US ENTERTAINED

D

SAINA GUPTA, class III, Bhatnagar
International Summit, Paschim Vihar 7C

A time to…

And to the needy give
what is thine.

Opening the presents
seeming gay.

Come home on Christmas Eve,
And put up your tree,
Sing carols in the church,
Be as busy as a bee.

Don’t sit down and worry,
Laugh together and cherish,
This eve remains holy,
May this joy never perish.

Make new promises,
Don’t be a greasy and a lout,
Christmas has ended— the
year-end is nigh,
But, a new beginning is about.

But don’t spend your
all money
On whiskey and wine,
Give joy to the poor,

Your presents under the tree,
Wake up to find them the
next day,
Your children making merry,

Achievements galore

D

PS Sahibabad witnessed the historical moment of getting its name
associated with the prestigious Guinness World Record.
Like everything great, this milestone also had a lot of diligence,
sincerity and prudence as the reasons for the accomplishment.
The students got the direction under the canopy of eminent
director, Dr Jyoti Gupta, the principal, Sadhna Sharma and the
faculty members, namely Arshi
Saifi and Bhawna Sharma from
the science department proudly

DIVYAANSH SINHA, class IX B,
Tagore International School,
Vasant Vihar

announced the participation of
50 students in India International Science Festival (IISF) 2021 that
contributed to the accomplishment of Guinness World Record
(GWR). The engagement involved
the collection of rain water harvesting kits. The students demonstrated the procedure of rain water harvesting in multistoried
buildings.
Our students have created a
niche for themselves by being a
part of this historical eventuality. Only handpicked schools from
all over India participated in this
engagement organised by IISF for
fostering ecological awareness.
The students will be awarded with
certificates from the GWR.

Kala Niketan holds career counselling

A

sesson on career
counselling for class
XI & XII students
was organised in
Kala Niketan Sr Sec Bal
Vidyalaya Durgapuri Extn
Delhi on December 22. Career
decision play an important
role in shaping the future
growth and development of
students. History has proved
that with some advance technology, some jobs get vanished while
the new ones emerge. A student

needs to be aware about new
fields, technology and skills.
The resources person for the

ue to Covid-19,
teaching-learning
process has undergone a
drastic change as digital platforms replaced physical classrooms. Online classes have never
failed to provide the best learning experience, though sometimes due to technical glitches,
the classes become a bit irritating but at the same time they become entertaining with funny
instances too.
One such incident was during our history
lecture when the teacher, who is very
strict, was not very happy with the class
as the children were not listening to her
and not turning on their cameras even
after many repeated reminders.

session was Kapil Sharma
with his team, an eminent career counsellor from IMS,
Ghaziabad. The session
aimed at making the students
aware of the multiple career
options and he also addressed
all the function and myths regarding career. S P Sharma
vice principal of KBV gave
vote of thanks and motivated the students for their future.
The session was very informative for students.

Pic : Getty Images

Slowly everyone started turning on
their cameras and one of our classmate did not turn it on. The teacher
furiously gave him a warning to turn
on his camera and so the poor fellow
without thinking twice turned his
camera on while he was in the washroom. The whole class burst into
laughter and so did the teacher. It
was an embarrassing moment for him
and one of the most hilarious ones for us. For the next two
days he did not attend any class. Now that
the schools have opened up, we still
talk about those funny moments
and have a hearty laugh.
GURARPAN SINGH SAWHNEY,
class IX, Strawberry Fields High
School, Chandigarh

Pic : Getty Images

IF I WERE

R

A BOY

oaming all day and walking alone at nights,
these aren't the only things I desire to do if
I were a boy. We live in a society where
men are supposed to be masculine and practical. I
would like to see how it feels when your natural
emotions are suppressed just to justify your gender.
They say, men don’t cry, but what if I want to
because I am in pain or misunderstood. If I were a
boy, I would rather pick a pink-coloured doll rather
than play with a toy gun. I will not let society's
gender parameters judge me.
I would freely express my emotions where I need
to; accept that I am a boy who is still afraid of bugs
in the room. If I were a boy, I would never underestimate the opposite gender. Gender equality doesn't
mean promoting one of them, it means equalising
both. And that can only be done if everyone joins
hands together. If I were a boy, I
would raise my voice to promote
equality and live my life to the
fullest, and ensure that others
don’t feel unsafe around me.
RIDHIMA JAGGI, class XII, DAV Model
School, Sector 15, Chandigarh

Today I will do what others won’t,
so tomorrow I can accomplish what others can’t.
Jerry Rice, American football player
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Guardiola’s champions tighten grip on EPL title with
eight points clear after win at Brentford

Photo: AFP

Thomas Tuchel’s Chelsea, who kicked off 45
minutes before City, looked poised for victory
after Romelu Lukaku gave them a first-half
lead but Brighton substitute Danny Welbeck
struck in stoppage time for a 1-1 draw.
Chelsea wing-back Reece James limped off in
the 27th minute with an apparent hamstring
injury, to be replaced by Marcos Alonso.
The home side went ahead immediately,
when Lukaku shook off the attentions of Neal
Maupay after a tussle to power a header past
goalkeeper Robert Sanchez from a Mason
Mount corner. But Graham Potter’s side came
back strongly, with Adam Lallana and the
impressive Yves Bissouma testing
Edouard Mendy either side of halftime. It looked as though it was
going to be a familiar story for
Brighton, who have struggled
to score this season, but
Welbeck headed home Marc
Cucurella’s cross in the 91st
minute. Tuchel counted the
cost of injuries to the stretched squad “Very frustrating, very disappointing
because we gave everything
and we had enough big
Danny
chances,” Tuchel said.

who was at the heart of City’s best
moments. The fact a player of such
quality could be left out at a crucial
stage of the season highlights the attacking riches Guardiola has at his
disposal. But Foden showed his quality and earned some warm words
from his manager after a 1-0 win at
Brentford -- City’s 10th in succession
in the league to leave them eight
points ahead of Chelsea and nine in
front of Liverpool.
But the England pair were back
in the starting line-up on Wednesday
and Foden’s goal made it a perfect 10
out of 10 for City. The visitors dominated possession but struggled to produce shots on target and Guardiola
looked edgy in the latter stages as his
team attempted to see out the victory.
They thought they had sealed the
three points in the dying minutes
when Aymeric Laporte rose to head
home but his goal was ruled out by
VAR for a marginal offside.
With a huge lead heading into the
new year, City are beginning to look
odds on for a fourth title in five seasons.
But Guardiola cautions against
suggestions that the title race is now
looking like a one-horse race.
“There are 54 points to play for,”
he told Amazon Prime. “Thank you
for the nice words because we win but
I am not going to believe you if you
say it is already done.
“Chelsea and Liverpool are
more than exceptional. One is the
champion of Europe and Liverpool
have been our big rival in recent
years. We won a game but we are at
the end of December with many
games to play.” AGENCIES

Phil has always been
outstanding since he
came up with us to start
to train and play. He is a guy
who can play in different
positions and at an
exceptional level. He is always
a good player and we had no
doubt about that. He does
not need to prove
anything to me. He
needs to enjoy
football like he
used to as a
little boy.

Phil Foden

PEP GUARDIOLA

Manchester City's Phil Foden celebrates after teammate Aymeric
Laporte scored a goal that was later disallowed by VAR during the
English Premier League soccer match between Brentford and
Manchester City at the Brentford Community Stadium in London
Photo: GETTY IMAGES
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CHELSEA STUMBLE
TO BRIGHTON

Welbeck

NEERAJ CHOPRA
ALL SET FOR 2022
Hopes to participate in CWG, Asian Games, World Championship this season

ndia’s Olympic gold medallist javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra wants to participate in the full season in 2022 including the Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games, World Championships, and the Diamond League.
The World Athletics Championships,
postponed from 2021, is scheduled to be
held at Oregon (USA) from July 15-24, 2022.
The Commonwealth Games in Birmingham will start on July 28 and will continue till August 8. The Asian Games will be
held at Hangzhou, China from September
10-25 while the Diamond League will comprise 14 events to be held from May 13-September 8, making it quite a busy schedule
ahead for Chopra.
If he goes ahead with this plan, Chopra
will participate in three major events in
three months, which will leave him with
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AIMING FOR 90-METRE MARK
For Chopra, crossing the 90-metre mark
remains his aim for the upcoming season and
Chopra said he wants to achieve the feat this
season. It is a psychological barrier that
Chopra wants to cross at the earliest but the
bigger task will be to hurl the spear continuously beyond 90 in the next few years.
However, Chopra said he is not obsessed
with crossing the 90-metre mark. “I want to
cross the 90-metre mark this season, I am
very close to it. However, I am not obsessed
with it and do not think continuously about
it,” said Chopra in response to the question.

WHEN KING KOHLI
BECAME A LESSER MORTAL

irat Kohli’s watertight grip over Indian cricket loosened significantly
in a mixed bag 2021, when the team’s
winless run at ICC events continued but the ‘Men in Blue’ cherished
a historic Test series triumph in Australia.
When M S Dhoni left white-ball captaincy
in 2017, Kohli became the undisputed king of Indian cricket with his rule unchallenged for three
years. In the absence of a strong administration
at BCCI, Kohli called the shots and not many
seemed to mind it with India performing well
across formats though the ICC title eluded them.
However, Sourav Ganguly and Jay Shah
filled the power vacuum in the board in 2019.
The Alpha males of Indian cricket did not
come in each other’s way. Cracks in their relationship could only be seen after Kohli decided to step down from T20 captaincy at the
end of the 2020 World Cup. He had no plans to

V

very little time for preparations due to
travel restrictions over Covid-19 protocols.
Having just started training at Chula
Vista Elite Athlete Training Centre in California, United States following a lengthy
break after his Olympic gold, Chopra said
things are going well at the camp. He is
currently there for a three-month camp
with his German coach Klaus Bartonietz.
“My training is going well and I am
getting back my fitness. Initially, it was
very difficult and I experienced some pain
and stiffness as I started my physical training, but now things are better,” Chopra
said. “I have shed some weight. I will soon
sit down with my coach and support staff
and decide my schedule for the season.
As all these events are very important,
I am planning to participate in all of
them,” he said. IANS

ndia wasted no time to
bowl out hosts South
Africa for 191 to register a
113-run win, the first Test ever
at the SuperSport Park, Centurion on Thursday to take a
1-0 lead in 3-match Test series.
Resuming the post-lunch
session at 182/7 Mohammed
Shami dismissed debutant
Marco Jansen caught behind
by wicket-keeper Rishabh
Pant for just 13. Shami got his
third wicket in the second innings and eighth overall .
Ravichandran Ashwin
dismissed tailenders Kagiso
Rabada and Lungi Ngidi to
wrap up the Proteas for a paltry 191 for the first-ever win at
Centurion. This is Virat
Kohli’s second Test win in
South Africa, the first in Johannesburg in 2018.
Earlier, South Africa
started at 94 for 4 and reached
the triple-figure mark with
skipper Dean Elgar hitting a
boundary to Mohammed Sha-

New young team needs
shaping up to retain
Test dominance

leave the ODI captaincy but India’s premature
pecially in the longest format. But the deexit led to the inevitable. The mighty Kohli
feat in the World Test Championship final
did not see that BCCI bombshell coming.
against New Zealand was a big letdown. InFollowing his sacking as 50-over skipper,
dia had played remarkably well to reach the
dirty linen was washed in public. Kohli is
final and would have been worthy winners
used to the spotlight with cameras following
but New Zealand once upstaged them.
his every move on the field but now
that space will be shared by new
white ball skipper Rohit Sharma.
With 70 international hundreds unHowever, nothing can take sheen off
der his belt, the charismatic cricketer
India’s second consecutive series win
has nothing left to prove but after a quiin Australia with an injury-ravaged
et two years with the bat by his high
team struggling to even field a playing
standards and his feud with the BCCI,
eleven in the decider in Brisbane.
Kohli will be more fired up than ever to
The win at the Gabba will be talked
show he is the best in the business.
about, not just because it was AusThe early exit at T20 World Cup
tralia’s first loss at the venue in 33 years
was a big disappointment but it
but the way India overcame an injury
marked the end of a successful era
crisis and the 36 all out debacle at AdeRohit Sharma
under Kohli and Ravi Shastri, eslaide to script a comeback.

Australian high

Virat Kohli

INDIA BEAT SA BY 113
RUNS IN HISTORIC WIN
I

Ashwin celebrates after taking the
wicket of South Africa's Lungi Ngidi
with teammates to win the match
mi. In the 46th over, Shami
dropped a caught and bowled
chance of Dean Elgar on 63.
But Bumrah dismissed Elgar
lbw for 77. Quinton de Kock
along with Temba Bavuma
took the hosts total past the
150-run mark. Mohammed Siraj got the prized scalp of de
Kock. Shami dismissed Wiaan
Mulder for just 1. ANI

Kohli went back home after the first Test
for the birth of his child. The way Ajinkya Rahane led the side also played
a major role in India’s
monumental achievement
Down Under.
Later, India were set
for another overseas series
win but the fifth Test in
England was cancelled due
to a Covid outbreak in the
visitors. India lead the series 2-1 with the final Test
to be played next year.
If India manage to win Ajinkya Rahane
that series in 2022 and the
ongoing battle against Proteas, Kohli will become the first Asian captain to win Test series
in England, South Africa and Australia.

Work cut out for Rohit, Dravid
India look in good shape to extend their dominance in Tests but Rohit and coach Rahul Dravid
have work to do to turn the team’s fortunes in
white-ball cricket with T20 World Cup and ODI
World Cup scheduled in 2022 and 2023 respectively. A bunch of young players will be getting
opportunities ahead of the two ICC events and
the team would be hoping to plug gaps in the
power hitting and bowling department. PTI

Photo: REUTERS

anchester City
beat Brentford 10 on Wednesday
to extend their
lead at the top of
the
Premier
League to an
ominous eight points as title rivals
Chelsea conceded a last-gasp equaliser at home to Brighton.
Phil Foden’s first-half goal was
enough to give Pep Guardiola’s champions a 10th consecutive league win as
they took full advantage of injury-hit
Chelsea’s slip-up at Stamford Bridge.
The defending champions now have
50 points after 20 matches, putting them
eight clear of second-placed Chelsea.
Liverpool, who lost to Leicester on Tuesday, are a further point behind.
Brentford created some good
scoring opportunities in the opening
stages in west London, but it was City
who went ahead in the 16th
minute when Foden cleverly
tucked in a cross from
Kevin De Bruyne.
Foden and Jack Grealish
had
been
benched for City’s
wins over Newcastle
and Leicester after
they were pictured
on a night out following the 7-0
home win over
Leeds. Foden’s fifth
league goal of the
season, a silky finish from Kevin de
Bruyne’s exquisite
pass, capped a fine
display by the forward

