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The biggest challenge or biggest crisis
knocking on the doors of humankind
is fear and intolerance.
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climate change effect

2021 WAS THE WORLD’S 5TH
HOTTEST YEAR ON RECORD
Virat Kohli in action

AFP

Levels of planet-warming carbon dioxide and methane in the atmosphere
hit new highs during 2021 and the last seven years were the warmest by
a clear margin, according to scientists in the European Union.
>P5
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NEW DELHI: India logged 1,68,063 new

according to the ministry.
The number of people who have
recuperated from the disease surged
to 3,45,70,131, while the case fatality
rate was recorded at 1.35%.
The cumulative doses administered in the country so far under the
nationwide Covid-19 vaccination
drive has exceeded 152.89 crore. A
total of 4,84,213 deaths have been
reported so far in the country including 1,41,647 from Maharashtra,
49,757 from Kerala, 38,374 from Karnataka, 36,866 from Tamil Nadu,
25,177 from Delhi, 22,932 from Uttar
Pradesh and 19,917 from West Bengal.

4 Rafales with India- Unesco to publish
specific elements
Hindi descriptions of
to arrive in February India’s heritage sites
NEW DELHI: The stage is set for Indian

PARIS: On the occasion of World

Air Force (IAF) to receive last four
Rafale fighters from France from
February with all of them fully
equipped with India specific
enhancements, which will give extra
teeth to fight any regional adversary.
It is understood that three Rafale
fighters are expected to leave
Istres-Le Tube air base, north-west of
Marseille in south France, around
February 1-2 depending on the
weather conditions and arrive in
India after due mid-air refueling by
close ally, the United Arab Emirates
Air Force, using Airbus multi-role
transport tankers. While the last
fighter is nearly ready with fresh
paint and enhancements, the fighter
for reasons best known to IAF will
arrive only in April, 2022. The last of
the 36 contracted fighters from
France is actually the first fighter
used for training IAF personnel after
the deliveries started from France.
This fighter was inspected by Defence
Secretary Ajay Kumar at the Istres air
base in December 2021.
HTC

Hindi Day on January 10, the director
of World Heritage Centre has
informed the Permanent Delegation
of India to Unesco, Paris that
Unesco’s World Heritage Centre has
agreed to publish Hindi descriptions
of India’s Unesco World Heritage
Sites on WHC website.
Permanent Delegation of India to
Unesco, Paris, organised the virtual
celebration of World Hindi Day on
Monday. Minister of state of external
affairs and culture, Meenakshi Lekhi
gave a video message and emphasised the importance of Hindi.
India’s ambassador/permanent
representative to Unesco, Vishal V
Sharma also highlighted the key
points that Hindi attained during the
last 75 years of Independence. For the
celebrations, the delegation has
received short videos from AssistantDirector Generals for education,
social and human sciences, culture,
communication and information and
executive secretary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic.
ANI

Pvt offices told to shift to
WFH under fresh curbs
directed closure of all private offices, except
those in exempted categories, amid rising
number of Covid-19 cases. The private offices,
which were till now operating with 50% work
force, have been asked to follow the practice
of work from home. An order issued by the
Delhi Disaster Management Authority also
directed for closing of restaurants and bars in
the city. However, restaurants have been
allowed to service home delivery and take
away orders. The fresh restrictions will come
into force with immediate effect and continue
till further orders. The Covid-19 situation was
reviewed at a DDMA meeting under chairmanship of the Lt Governor in which chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal was also present. PTI

A woman leaves a confectionary at Connaught Place,
New Delhi, on Tuesday. Dine-in services have been
suspended in view of the surge in Covid-19 cases.
ANI

Capital records min temp
at 6.5°C; air quality ‘poor’

R-Day: Stricter curbs,
fewer spectators likely

NEW DELHI: The national capital recorded a

NEW DELHI: In wake of the ongoing third wave
of Covid-19, Republic Day celebrations this
year will take place with stricter restrictions
than the ones imposed last year with the possibility of further reduction in the number of
spectators allowed to witness the parade, said
an official from the ministry of home affairs
on Tuesday.
The officials said that a joint meeting was
held by the ministry of home affairs, ministry
of defence and other concerned agencies to
discuss the safety and security of visitors during the event.
It was decided in the meeting that there will
be stricter restrictions during the Republic
Day celebrations this year in addition to the
restrictions imposed last year.
ANI

minimum temperature of 6.5°C, a notch below
the normal, while the air quality was in the
‘poor’ category on Tuesday, officials said. The
maximum temperature was 18.3°C, two
notches below the season’s average, they said.
Relative humidity at 5.30 pm was 78%. The
India Meteorological Department (IMD) predicted foggy days through the week. “There
will be dense fog on January 12 and 13. The
maximum and minimum temperatures on
Wednesday is expected to hover around 19
degrees Celsius and 8 degrees Celsius respectively,” it said. According to Central Pollution
Control Board’s (CPCB) 24-hour AQI bulletin
at 4 pm, Delhi’s air quality was 224 which falls
in the ‘poor’ category.
PTI
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China locks down
third city, raising
affected to 20 mn

NEW DELHI: The Delhi government on Tuesday

A mask-clad pedestrian passes by a
mural in Mumbai on Monday
REUTERS
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CITY LIGHTS

Covid-19: No. of active cases rise to highest
level in 208 days, Omicron tally at 4,461
coronavirus infections taking the
total tally of Covid-19 cases to
3,58,75,790 which includes 4,461
cases of the Omicron variant, according to the Union health ministry data
updated on Tuesday.
The active cases rose to 8,21,446,
the highest in 208 days, while the
death toll climbed to 4,84,213 with
277 fresh fatalities, the data updated
at 8 am stated.
Of the total 4,461 cases of the Omicron variant, 1,711 people have recovered or migrated so far.
Maharashtra recorded the maximum number of 1,247 cases followed
by Rajasthan at 645, Delhi 546, Karnataka 479 and Kerala 350.
The active cases comprise 2.29% of
the total infections, while the
national Covid-19 recovery rate
decreased to 96.36%, the ministry
said. An increase of 97,827 cases has
been recorded in the active Covid-19
caseload in a span of 24 hours.
The daily positivity rate was
recorded at 10.64% while the weekly
positivity rate was recorded at 8.85%,

An inferno near a village near Yakutsk, Russia.
It was one of the wildfires that ravaged many
parts of the world last year.
AP FILE

covid
surge
US LOGS
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EVENTl

SLS DAV, MAUSAM VIHAR,
HOSTS 5TH MUN EDITION
SLS DAV Public School, Mausam Vihar, Delhi,
organised its fifth edition of Model United
Nations (MUN) with all enthusiasm. The MUN
was envisaged
with a view to
inculcate among
the students the
values of discipline,
tolerance of the
views and
strengthening the
roots of democracy while ensuring that the
student community understands the current
international issues while trying to deduce
possible solutions along with agendas that
matter nationally.
>P2

WORD POWER

Novice
Nov-is
Noun
Meaning: a person who is new to the circumstances, work, etc., in which he or she is placed
Origin: Middle English from Old French, from
late Latin novicius, from novus ‘new’.
Synonyms: beginner, learner, newcomer, pupil,
trainee, amateur, apprentice, colt, convert, cub
Antonyms: expert, professional, teacher
Usage: Now 68, he’s taught more than 4,000
students, from novice to expert.

BEIJING/HONG KONG : A third Chinese
city has locked down its residents
because of a Covid-19 outbreak, raising the number confined to their
homes in China to about 20 million
people. The lockdown of Anyang,
home to 5.5 million people, was
announced late Monday after two
cases of the Omicron variant were
reported. Residents are not allowed
to go out and stores have been
ordered shut except those selling
necessities. Meanwhile, Hong Kong
will shut kindergartens and primary
schools and start offering Covid-19
vaccines for children from the age of
five, the city’s leader said on Tuesday,
as the financial hub grapples with an
increase in Covid cases.
AGENCIES

Omicron-specific jab
likely to be ready in
March, says Pfizer
NEW YORK: Pfizer expects a Covid-19

vaccine targeting the Omicron variant to be ready in March, the company’s head said on Monday. Pfizer
Chief Executive Officer Albert Bourla
told CNBC that Pfizer is already manufacturing doses due to keen interest
from governments, as authorities
contend with huge Covid-19 infection
counts, including large numbers of
“breakthrough” Omicron cases in
vaccinated populations. “This vaccine will be ready in March,” Bourla
told the network. “I don’t know if we
will need it. I don’t know if and how it
will be used.”
AFP

In California, pilot
miraculously survives
twin mishaps
LOS ANGELES: The pilot of a small
plane averted death twice in a span of
minutes on Sunday, first when he
crash-landed onto railroad tracks,
then when Los Angeles police rescued him just before a commuter
train smashed into the aircraft.
Bodycam video showed the officers
working furiously to disentangle the
bloodied pilot from the cockpit of the
crumpled Cessna 172. “Go! Go! Go!
Go! Go!” someone yelled as the officers dragged the man away seconds
before the train, its horn blaring, barAP
relled through the plane.
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Latesh Chaudhary, principal, Lancer’s Convent Sr. Sec. School, Prashant Vihar, Rohini

SLS DAV, Mausam
Vihar, organises its ‘Simply getting marks without being rooted
fifth edition of MUN in the core values will not bring any results’
In these politically volatile times,
should students be insulated from
political upheavals? How do you
inform/educate them about the
changing scenario?
Our world is meta morphing physically, socially, economically, and
most importantly politically. In the
age where information travels at the
speed of light, it is nearly impossible
to isolate the students from political
upheavals. Instead, they must be
exposed to the political culture globally from the beginning so that they
start understanding the concepts and
identify the right and wrong practices. In my opinion, sound, unbiased
and age- appropriate information
must be given to the students.

Several schools of Delhi-NCR participated in that mega event

years to reach the zenith. Adding
sparkle to the event, Gautam took
over the stage. The glimpses of the
historical and amazing journey of
school’s MUN was presented through
an amazing video presentation.
The principal encouraged and
motivated the students. The event
culminated with the closing ceremony which was graced by recipient
of President’s award for gallantry
Major General SB Asthana, a war veteran and global military strategic and
analyst.
Asthana shared his pearls of wisdom with the budding diplomats. At
the end of the second day of the conference, the best performing delegates in each committee were felicitated with awards.
The dignitaries who graced the
opening and closing ceremonies,
enlightened the students through
motivating addresses. The school’s
fifth colloquium was a powerful educational tool that offered highly valuable benefits to students.
Several schools of Delhi-NCR participated in that mega event which
was sponsored by Edumentor. The
International press Committee put
the idea of MUN into a larger perspective by releasing the SLS DAV
MUN newsletter.

Our PM Narendra Modi, in his
annual Pariksha Pe Chracha
speech, repeatedly motivated the
students by saying that they
shouldn’t just strive for high
marks. Do you say the same to
your students?
I completely concur with the PM’s
opinion. Mere scoring marks without
an in-depth understanding of a particular concept would lead to no output in its application in the real
world. Therefore, I always suggest
my students to focus on understanding the concepts. Moreover, simply
getting marks without rooting on the
core values won’t bring any results. If
marks are the fruits, then values are

Our school has always emphasised on the need of having a strong spiritual base
through mediation and yoga., writes principal Latesh Chaudhary

the branches on which they hang. A
poor branch can’t hold the fruit and
will crack. The school has always
emphasised on the need of having a
strong spiritual base through mediation and yoga.
Pedagogy is changing by leaps and
bounds every year. How do you
keep pace with it?
Pedagogy is doubtlessly evolving by
leaps and bounds and is experimenting with dynamic and globally
accepted and approved methods.
However, if we try to look at the core
of all these methods, we find one
main thing -- a method that establishes a connection between the student and knowledge body. The school
is proactive in accepting the latest
inclusions and imbibing them to the
core of their essence. The school pioneered experiential learning back in
early 2000’s. Along with this, taking
subjects as an integrated body lies at
the core of holistic understanding.
How do you inspire/motivate students to take up sports as it is a
vital part of school education these
days?
Sports has always been an intrinsic
element of learning not just the

games but also the values it teaches.
The school has a well-placed sports
department which engages students
in the physical activities. During the
pandemic, the students ‘agility was
greatly affected. Fitness capsules and
cardio workouts form a major share
of sports periods. The students are
motivated to participate in the games
and compete in healthy way when
PE lessons are fun, engaging and
straightforward giving them ample
chances to work on self and sport.
Where do you see your students/
school 10 years from now?
Lancer’s has been evolving and
experimenting at a steady pace,
absorbing all the newness and making it a part of its culture. The
school’s name is well established in
Delhi-NCR, with the students placed
in high end national and international corporate and government
agencies. This has been possible
because of the rooted culture and
strong ethics and values which work
on imparting education with care
and spiritual backbone. In the following decade, the school envisages to
take the school students and its name
forward as a brand and promote the
culture and values it internalises.

Place numbers into
the puzzle cells so
that each row and
column contains each
of the digits from 1 to
5. No number is to be
repeated in any row or
column. Each bold-out
lined cells contain a hint
of a number and one of
the mathematical symbols + x - /. The number
is the result of the
operation represented by the symbol to the
digits contained.

DAVPS, RK Puram, hosts
Maths Week with enthusiasm

SCRAMBLE
Solve the four
anagrams and
move one
letter to each
square to form
four ordinary
words

HRTEI
DDTIS
EEGGDL
EFORDK

*
*

*
*

*

*
*

*

Now arrange the letters marked with an asterisk (*) to form the answer to the
riddle or to fill in the missing words as indicated.

Better to be ___ than pitied. – Abba Eban (8)

A man carries a large kite ahead of the Lohri festival, in Amritsar on
Tuesday. This festival marks the passing of the winter solstice and is
always celebrated a day before the Makar Sankranti .

PTI

Solutions

PANEL MATCH
Which of the
panels, A, B or
C, exactly
matches a
part of the
main picture?

SUDOKU SOLUTIONS

The students mesmerized everyone
by displaying tricks of mathematics

ing the importance of mathematics
and contribution made by legendary
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan. The excitement shown by the
children while taking part in the
activities was the best reward for
their teachers.

Amrita Bharati Features

Answer: Panel B

With an aim to create an interactive
and interesting way of learning mathematics, the mathematics department of DAV Public School (DAVPS),
RK Puram, organised Maths Week for
its students. During the event, the
students excitedly took part in various activities which were meticulously planned by the teachers of the
mathematics department.
The activities were -- ascending
order coin pyramid, descending order
activity- fun with price of chocolate
wrappers, fun with 3D real shapes,
flower petal addition, coin rubbing
money tree, ice cream sundae, jumbo
multiplication, ice cream cone fraction and many more. The students
displayed tricks of mathematics and
mesmerized everyone.
The students of Class 5 exhibited
their board games based on mathematical concepts while those of Class
4 made posters and videos highlight-

RUN-UP TO CELEBRATION

MATHDOKU SOLUTION

The decoration committee of St.
Michael’s Sr. Sec. School, 3, Pusa
Road, conducted a special assembly
under the leadership of Dolly Bhasin
to pray and evoke God’s blessings
amid the challenging Covid-19 pandemic times.
The students of Classes 6 and 7
took part in that event which gave
them an opportunity to rejuvenate
their spirits, remain rooted in their

Three inspiring words for your
students.
Be spiritual, trustworthy and dexterous.

MATHDOKU

SUDOKU

Answer: Better to be disliked than pitied. – Abba Eban

The students showcased their artworks during
the event to celebrate the new year

Are you still in touch with your
teachers?
Nothing gives me greater joy to be in
touch with my teachers. They treat
you like children even though you
are grown. I am still in frequent
touch with some of them. Speaking
to them gives wisdom which no book
or guide can impart. I also urge my
students to be in constant touch with
their teachers if they want an anchor
for life.

MIND GAMES

St. Michael’s, Pusa Road,
conducts special assembly
moral values and unleash their vitality. The assembly began on a pious
note with a special prayer thanking
the Almighty for the unique gifts
given to each child and seeking blessings for the safety of the students
amid the pandemic.
The students highlighted the
importance of the day and shared
their New Year resolutions for a better year and fresh starts. On that
occasion, they also showcased their
artworks to celebrate the new year.
In addition, a special singing performance was also presented by the
students. School manager Rev.Fr.
Savrimuthu Shankar expressed his
good wishes for the coming year.
Principal Rev Fr. Jas Elanjikal
showered his blessings on the students and reflected on a meaningful
new year urging the children to love
and serve others by being the light of
the world. The celebration concluded
with a dance show and cheers for a
prosperous new year.

Would you inspire your own children to take up this profession?
Definitely. Teaching, besides being a
noble profession, gives ample opportunities for personal and social
growth. The ability to transform and
mould the young minds is humongous and with the responsibly executed power comes immense satisfaction. Ours is a young nation which
needs able leaders who can steer it
towards progress and prosperity. The
Children of teachers see the dedication needed at close quarters and can
readily take over the baton of change
to illuminate darkness.

SCRAMBLE Solution Words:
Their, didst, legged, forked

SLS DAV Public School, Mausam
Vihar, Delhi, organised its fifth edition of Model United Nations (MUN)
with all enthusiasm.
The MUN was envisaged with a
view to inculcate among the students
the values of discipline, tolerance of
the views and strengthening the roots
of democracy while ensuring that
they understand the current international issues while trying to deduce
possible solutions along with agendas that matter nationally.
On that occasion, the students collaborated with one another to create
intricate policies, resolve crises and
invest themselves in leadership positions. The chief guest of the occasion
was Rajendra Pal Gautam, minister
for water, tourist, culture, arts & languages in the government of Delhi.
Some of the pertinent agendas that
were discussed included prisoner’s
rights during the Covid-19 pandemic,
peaceful use of outer space, elimination and prevention of domestic violence, sedition law etc.
The opening ceremony commenced with the virtual lighting of
the ceremonial lamp by Gautam and
school principal Vandana Kapoor.
The journey of SLS DAV MUN
began in 2017 and the event has
grown bigger and better over the past

How do you motivate children to
be ‘Green Citizens’?
From teaching the children to ‘Eat
your Greens’, the focus of the world
has shifted to teaching everyone to
‘Save your Greens’. Clearly this is the
need of the hour with health of environment and people hitting an alltime low. Global efforts are needed to
restore the green on our blue planet
and for these hands-on methods are
adopted by the school: tree planation
drive on campus, potting a seed and
charting its growth as assignment,
celebrating Earth Day and seeking
students’ participation throughout by
integrating in all subjects.

Your profession has many challenges. What, in your opinion, is the
toughest?
Over the years, teaching profession
has meta morphed to iron out the
creases in the teaching-learning
process. However, no matter how
things eased, the challenges in the
profession can’t be missed, the toughest one in today’s scenario being to
keep the students connected. Now
one may wonder that technology has
connected us so well in all aspects
that we can track everybody’s very
move sitting on our couch. However,
if you seek true connections, they definitely lack the spark or warmth or
even engagement. In the online scenario, the students are spatially distanced that makes striking connections a daily exercise.
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Different Strokes
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Kids enjoy painting and penning poetry

ZONEl

A time to celebrate
Come home on Christmas eve,
And put up your tree,
Sing carols in the church,
Be as busy as a bee.
But don’t spend all your
money,
On whiskey and wine,
Give joy to the poor,
And to the needy give
what is thine.
Do not just sit down
and worry,
Laugh together and
cherish,
This eve remains holy,
May this joy never
perish.
Your presents are under
the tree,
Wake up to find them the
next day.
Your children making merry,
Opening the presents seeming
gay.
Make new promises,
Do not be greasy and a lout,
Christmas has ended— the year-end is nigh,
But a new beginning is about.

With the onset of the
new year, children are
making the most of
their free time with
wonderful art. By
painting beautiful
artworks and writing
inspiring poetry they
displayed their innate
talent for art. Here
are some of their
works that show their
artistic flair and skills.

Divyaansh Sinha, Class 9 B, Tagore International School, Vasant Vihar

>

Call for breaking the glass ceiling
Kashika Nagpal, Class 5 E,
Rukmini Devi Public School, Pitampura

Vaibhav Aggarwal, Class 7, Bhatnagar
International School, Paschim Vihar

Head ofﬁce Miskeen Bagh Khanyar Srinagar
Email: vicechairmanjklcma@gmail.com
Email: xenlakediv1st@gmail.com
Fax : +91-194-2451025/Phone: +91-194-2451073

An Institution of National Importance
Established by Dept. of Biotechnology, Govt. of India
under the auspices of UNESCO
Faridabad-Gurgaon Expressway, Faridabad-121001

RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF REGISTRAR

Regional Centre for Biotechnology invites applications
for the post of Registrar on deputation/Contract basis
for a period upto 4 years. For details, visit website
www.rcb.res.in. Last date for online receipt of
application is 22.02.2022.
Controller of Administration

Dakshita Gera, Class 6, Bosco Public
School, Paschim Vihar

J&K Lake Conservation and Management Authority, Srinagar

REGIONAL CENTRE FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY

Advt. No. RCB/01/2022/Recruitment/HR

>

Vibha, Class 9 A, Vidya Jain Public
School, Sector-6, Rohini

>

>

Malala, Watson, Rowling and Rosa Parks it shall be.
Newer wonders in this world we are to see!
But why in prison? Do let them free!
Let them open their wings! To you, oh Lord, this is my plea!
Not more we want, nor we curse for less.
Oh, stop this fuss! Stop this mess!
Just try giving us an opportunity,
And believe me, you will not pity.
The spiritual power one has, must be a woman.
Without her, oh Lord! Not just one or two,
There shall be none! There shall be none!

Extension Notice No. 3rd
Subject: Sewerage network of Houseboats of Dal lake to be connected
with main trunk sewer of 16.1 MLD STP Brari-Nambal including
operation & maintenance of the sewerage network for two
years.
Reference: This ofﬁce e-N.I.T No. 43 of 2021-22, issued vide No. LDI/8400-8426 Date: 25.11.2021, read with two extension
notices issued vide No.LD-I/9172-98 dated: 20.12.2021 and
No. LD-I/9546-9573 dt: 30.12.2021.
Due to low response, the online bidding schedule for the above subject work
is hereby extended as under”Bid Submission end date
18.01.2022 up to 04.00 P.M
Date & time of opening Bids (on
19.01.2022 at 3.00 P.M
line)
We look forward to your active participation.
01
02

For and on behalf Of the Governor of Jammu & Kashmir UT
No.:- LD-1/9689-9715
Date: 08.01.2022
DIPK-NB-6514-21

Sd/Executive Engineer
Lake Division 1st, JKLCMA

Mannat Sehra, Class 8 D, DPS, Noida
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Youngsters ride a car near the Todoroki Arena during the Coming-of-Age Day celebrations in Japan’s Kanagawa prefecture

US reports at least 1.35 mn
Covid-19 cases in a day,
shattering global record
Reuters
WASHINGTON : The United States

reported 1.35 million new coronavirus
infections on Monday, according to a
Reuters tally, the highest daily total
for any country in the world as the
spread of the highly contagious Omicron variant showed no signs of slowing.
The previous record was 1.03 million cases on Jan. 3. A large number of
cases are reported each Monday due
to many states not reporting over the
weekend. The seven-day average for
new cases has tripled in two weeks to
over 700,000 new infections a day.
The record in new cases came the
same day as the nation saw the number of hospitalised Covid-19 patients

A technician administers a test at a drive-through
Covid-19 testing site at Churchill Downs in
Louisville, Kentucky, on Monday
AFP

also hit an all-time high, having doubled in three weeks, according to a
Reuters tally.
There were more than 136,604 people hospitalised with Covid-19, surpassing the record of 132,051 set in January last year.
While the Omicron variant is potentially less severe, health officials have
warned that the sheer number of
infections could strain hospital systems, some of which have already suspended elective procedures as they
struggle to handle the increase in
patients and staff shortages.
The surge in cases has disrupted
schools, which are struggling with
absences of staff, teachers and bus
drivers. Chicago cancelled classes for
a fourth day as the district and teachers failed to agree on how to deal with
increased infections.
New York City suspended service on
three subway lines as a large number
of workers were out sick, according to
its Twitter account. Companies’ plans
for workers to return to office have
also been derailed.
Deaths are averaging 1,700 per day,
up from about 1,400 in recent days but
within levels seen earlier this winter.
A redesigned Covid-19 vaccine that
specifically targets the Omicron variant is likely needed, Pfizer Inc’s CEO
said on Monday, adding his company
could have one ready to launch by
March.

Women pose with a young man in the Kanagawa prefecture during the event

In Japan, 1.2 mn youngsters officially entered adulthood on Monday. The 20-year-olds donned their
ceremonial kimonos and suits for gatherings at
halls. Their joy was tempered by anxieties due to
Covid-19 as well as nation’s lopsided demographics.
While 20-year-olds form less than 1% of the population, those above 65 comprise above 30%.
AFP

Like a fish out of water? Israeli
team trains goldfish to drive
Reuters
BEERSHEBA, ISRAEL: Goldfish are capa-

ble of navigating on land, Israeli
researchers have found, after training
fish to drive.
The team at Ben-Gurion University
developed an FOV –– a fish-operated
vehicle. The robotic car is fitted with
lidar, a remote sensing technology
that uses pulsed laser light to collect
data on the vehicle’s ground location
and the fish’s whereabouts inside a
mounted water tank.
A computer, camera, electric
motors and omni-wheels give the fish
control of the vehicle. “Surprisingly, it
doesn’t take the fish a long time to
learn how to drive the vehicle. They’re
confused at first. They don’t know
what’s going on but they’re
very quick to realise that
there is a correlation
A goldfish navigates
on land using a
fish-operated
vehicle developed
by a research team
in Beersheba, Israel
REUTERS

HT CHRONICLE

Youngsters pose for a selfie outside the Sensoji Temple in Tokyo

between their movement and the
movement of the machine that they’re
in,” said researcher Shachar Givon.
Six goldfish, each receiving around
10 driving lessons, took part in the
study. Each time one of them reached
a target set by the researchers, it was
rewarded with food. And some goldfish are better drivers than others.
“There were very good fish that
were doing excellent and there were
mediocre fish that showed control of
the vehicle but were less proficient in
driving it,” said biology professor and
neuroscientist Ronen Segev.
Showing that a fish has the cognitive capability to navigate outside its
natural environment of water can
expand scientific knowledge of animals’ essential navigation skills.
“We humans think of
ourselves as very special
and many think of
fish as primitive but
this is not correct,” said Ronen
Segev. “There are
other
very
important and
very smart creatures.”
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A fun-filled moment on the special day

brother-in-law of Mr Sanjeeva
Reddy, and he won by a margin of
12,000 votes. The third contestant, a
K.M.P.P.
candidate,
Mr
A.
Narayanappa, lost his deposit.
Mr Sanjeeva Reddy was formerly
a Minister of Madras but had
resigned from the Government
to devote his whole time to
Congress work.
The following are other results
announced today.
ANDHRA
Mr P. Bapi Needu(Krishikar Lok)
has been elected from Yellamanchili

1952

in
Visakhapatnam
district.
YELLAMANCHILI:
Electorate 75,984; votes
polled 39,010.
Mr P. Bapi Needu
(Krishikar Lok) 17,193; Mr
M. Surianarayana Murthy
(Congress) 11,536: Mr G.
Somasundaram (Ind.) 9,281.
Mr K. Venkataramesam
(Krishikar Lok Party) has
been elected from Chodavaram in Visakhapatnam
district.

DHAKAThe
most
fascinating thing about
Indian cricket is its
unpredictability.
It
keeps springing surprises. India struggled to
beat a lowly Bangladesh yesterday, but
raised the level of their
performance against
Pakistan whom they
beat by 18 runs to
qualify
for
the
independence
Cup
cricket final at the
National
Stadium
here today.
It was not only India vs
Pakistan, but also Mohammed
Azharuddin vs Sachin Tendulkar.
The former and current India
skippers vied with each other in
giving his best for the common
cause.
Azharuddin
was
adjudged man of the match for
his fifth century in 270 matches,
pacing his innings remarkably
well to help his team post a
challenging 245 for seven on a
shirtfront wicket.
Tendulkar was not far behind in
fact, he was his captain's closest

rival for the man-of-the-match
award. He slammed a brisk 67, held
four splendid catches and took the
important
wicket
of
Inzamam-uI-Haq. It was Inzamam
who worried India the most.
When it looked that Pakistan
did not have batsmen to
produce big shots after having
being reduced to 62 for four,
Inzamam threatened to spoil
India's day with three sixes at
crucial stages - two off leg-spinner
Sairaj Bahutule off successive balls
and one off Tendulkar.

1998

India win rubber against New Zealand
MADRAS- AS so often happens to
a team which is fighting against
heavy odds all the time New
Zealand,
theoretically
well-placed at stumps last night,
crumbled even more than the
somewhat crumbling wicket for
only 219 runs, losing the final
Test here on the last day by an
innings and 109 runs.
India
thus
won
the
five-match rubber by two Tests

Twenty-year-old women dressed in their best kimonos head for the celebrations on the occasion

Batsmen fashion India's win

from the archives of the Hindustan Times

Chief Minister of Madras unseated
MADRAS- THE Chief Minister, Mr
Kumaraswami Raja, has been
unseated.
The
Independent
candidate, Mr D. K. Raju, has won
the election to the State Assembly
from
the
Srivalliputhur
double-member
Assembly
constituency.
Mr N. Sanjeeva Reddy,
President of the Andhra Pradesh
Congress Committee, was unseated
today by Mr T. Nagi Reddy (Communist) from the Anantapur Assembly
constituency.
Mr
Nagi
Reddy
is
the

JAPAN OBSERVES
AN ANNUAL RITE

to nil, having won the Bombay
Test and drawn the other three.
The morning's cricket was
reminiscent of India's falling
in a heap for 60 odd runs in the
final Test of their 1947-48
Australian tour. Mankad, the
seasoned campaigner, came back
to his erstwhile bowling form and
along with Gupte and Patel spun
out the Kiwis to give India a
glorious victory with just under

two hours to spare.
It is true that the strong sun
had quickened up the wicket and
helped the Indian spinners to
have some bite and yet after
the stubborn Leggat unwisely
cut a Mankad leg-break so early in
the morning to be snapped at the
wicket by Tamhane at his
overnight score, the spine of the
New Zealand batting appeared to
have been irrevocably damaged.
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2021 was world’s 5th
hottest year on
record: EU scientists

Historic achievement: US surgeons
implant pig heart in human body

Reuters

The ‘historic’ procedure took
place last week. While the
patient’s prognosis is far
from certain, it represents a
major milestone for animal
to human transplantation.
The patient, David Bennett,
had been deemed ineligible
for human transplant.

BRUSSELS : Last year was the world’s

Agence France Presse
WASHINGTON: US surgeons have successfully implanted a heart from a
genetically modified pig in a 57-yearold man, a medical first that could
one day help solve the chronic shortage of organ donations.
The “historic” procedure took
place Friday, the University of Maryland Medical School said in a statement on Monday. While the patient’s
prognosis is far from certain, it represents a major milestone for animal to
human transplantation.
The patient, David Bennett, had
been deemed ineligible for human
transplant -- a decision that is often
taken when the recipient has very
poor underlying health.
He is now recovering and being
carefully monitored to determine
how the new organ performs.
“It was either die or do this transplant. I want to live. I know it’s a shot
in the dark, but it’s my last choice,”
the Maryland resident said a day
before the surgery.
Bennett, who has spent the last several months bedridden on a heartlung bypass machine, added: “I look
forward to getting out of bed after I
recover.”
The Food and Drug Administration
granted emergency authorisation for
the surgery on New Year’s Eve, as a
last ditch effort for a patient who was
unsuitable for conventional transplant.

CHANGEl

The members of the surgical team of University of Maryland School of Medicine perform the transplant of a pig heart
into patient David Bennett in Baltimore on Friday

“This was a breakthrough surgery
and brings us one step closer to solving the organ shortage crisis,” said
Bartley Griffith, who surgically transplanted the pig heart.
“We are proceeding cautiously, but
we are also optimistic that this firstin-the-world surgery will provide an
important new option for patients in
the future.”
Muhammad Mohiuddin, who
co-founded the university’s cardiac
xenotransplantation program, added
the surgery was the culmination of
years or research, involving pig-tobaboon transplants, with survival
times that exceeded nine months.
“The successful procedure provided valuable information to help
the medical community improve this
potentially life-saving method in
future patients,” he said.
- 10 unique gene edits Bennett’s donor pig belonged to a
herd that had undergone genetic edit-

ing procedures.
Three genes that would have led to
rejection of pig organs by humans
were “knocked out,” as was a gene
that would have led to excessive
growth of pig heart tissue.
Six human genes responsible for
human acceptance were inserted into
the genome, for a total of 10 unique
gene edits.
The editing was performed by Virginia-based biotech firm Revivicor,
which also supplied the pig used in a
breakthrough kidney transplant on a
brain dead patient in New York in
October.
But while that surgery was purely a
proof-of-concept experiment, and the
kidney was connected outside the
patient’s body, the new surgery is
intended to save a person’s life.
The donated organ was kept in an
organ-preservation machine ahead of
the surgery, and the team also used
an experimental new drug made by

AP

Kiniksa Pharmaceuticals along with
conventional anti-rejection drugs to
suppress the immune system.
About 110,000 Americans are currently waiting for an organ transplant, and more than 6,000 patients
die each year before getting one,
according to official figures.
To meet demand, doctors have
long been interested in so-called xenotransplantation, or cross-species
organ donation, with experiments
tracing back to the 17th century.
Early research focused on harvesting organs from primates -- for example, a baboon heart was transplanted
into a newborn known as “Baby Fae”
in 1984, but she survived only 20 days.
Today, pig heart valves are widely
used in humans, and pig skin is
grafted on human burn victims.
Pigs make the ideal donors because
of their size, their rapid growth and
large litters, and the fact they are
already raised as a food source.

fifth hottest on record, while levels of
planet-warming carbon dioxide and
methane in the atmosphere hit new
highs in 2021, European Union scientists said.
The EU’s Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S) said in a report
on Monday that the last seven years
were the world’s warmest “by a clear
margin” in records dating back to
1850 and the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1-1.2°C above 18501900 levels. The hottest years on
record were 2020 and 2016.
Countries committed under the
2015 Paris Agreement to try to limit
global temperature rise to 1.5°C, the
level scientists say would avoid its
worst impacts. That would require
emissions to roughly halve by 2030,
but so far they have charged higher.
As greenhouse gas emissions
change the planet’s climate, the longterm warming trend has continued.
Climate change exacerbated many of
the extreme weather events sweeping
the world in 2021, from floods in
Europe, China and South Sudan, to
wildfires in Siberia and the United
States.
“These events are a stark reminder
of the need to change our ways, take
decisive and effective steps toward a
sustainable society and work towards
reducing net carbon emissions,” C3S

director Carlo Buontempo said.
Global levels of CO2 and methane,
the main greenhouse gases, continued
to climb, and both hit record highs in
2021. Levels of CO2 in the atmosphere
reached 414.3 parts per million in
2021, up by around 2.4ppm from 2020,
the scientists said.
C3S said levels of methane, a particularly potent greenhouse gas, have
jumped in the last two years, but the
reasons why are not fully understood.
Emissions of methane range from oil
and gas production and farming to
natural sources like wetlands.
After a temporary dip in 2020 at the
onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, provisional data suggest global CO2 emissions rebounded by 4.9% in 2021.
European highs
Last summer was Europe’s hottest on
record, CS3 said, following a warm
March and unusually cold April that
had decimated fruit crops in countries
including France and Hungary.
In July and August, a Mediterranean heatwave stoked intense wildfires in countries including Turkey
and Greece. Sicily set a new European
temperature high of 48.8°C, a record
awaiting official confirmation. In July,
more than 200 people died when torrential rain triggered deadly flooding
in western Europe. Scientists concluded that climate change had made
the floods at least 20% more likely.

The EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service said in a report on Monday that the last
seven years were the world’s warmest “by a clear margin” in records dating back to
1850 and the average global temperature in 2021 was 1.1-1.2°C above 1850-1900 levels. AP
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Rangnick wants Man United to press more
MANCHESTER: Manchester United
interim manager Ralf Rangnick was
pleased with their aggression in Monday’s 1-0 FA Cup third round win over
Aston Villa but said his players must
put more pressure on their opponents
when out of possession.
An early header by Scott McTominay put United ahead but Villa dominated large parts of the contest, striking the woodwork twice, forcing
David De Gea into several saves and
having two goals disallowed.
“I saw more aggression but I didn’t
necessarily see that much more pressing ... in order to see those pressing
moments, you have to get into those

Scott McTominay scored Manchester United’s
only goal in their win over Aston Villa.
REUTERS

pressing moments,” Rangnick told
United’s TV channel.
“As I said, it’s difficult against Villa.
But what I saw was a team that desperately wanted to win and in the end,
that’s why we won the game.”
Rangnick said he wanted United,
who face Middlesbrough in the fourth
round, to be tighter at the back. “We
have to develop the team into a clean
sheet team...that was another one
today but still David de Gea was outstanding,” Rangnick said.
“I’d have wanted him to have less
saves in total, I think we had four-five
shots on our goal, but again we can
still improve even in that area.”
United, who are seventh in the Premier League, visit Villa on Saturday
and Rangnick is fully aware of what to
expect. “It will be another tough,
tough game for us,” he said.
The night’s big talking point was
why Villa had an equaliser ruled out
early in the second half. John McGinn
played a free kick towards Ezri Konsa
who headed across goal for Danny
Ings to bundle in with his thigh.
Villa celebrated what they thought
was a equaliser but referee Michael
Oliver was immediately talking into
his mouthpiece to his VAR assistants.
With TV replays focussing on
whether Ings had been offside or had
used his arm to score, Oliver was summoned to check a pitch-side monitor
and, more than three minutes after
the ball entered the net, ruled out the
goal for an apparent block by Jacob
Ramsey on Edinson Cavani as the ball
was played in.
“The officials took three and a half
minutes to settle that one. They have
looked at two or three things in it,”
Gerrard said.
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Taylor ends career with a win
CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand wrapped

up the second Test against Bangladesh
by an innings and 117 runs in Christchurch on Tuesday to draw the series,
with veteran batsman Ross Taylor taking the final wicket in a fairytale finish
to his Test career.
Bangladesh, forced to follow on 385
runs behind, were dismissed in their
second innings for 278 after Liton Das
had cracked a gallant 102 off 111 deliveries. But the day belonged to 37-yearold Taylor, New Zealand’s elder statesman playing his 112th and final Test,
who had a rare bowl with his parttime offspin at the end and needed
just three balls to take the last wicket
of Ebadot Hossain, caught by Tom

Latham for four.
It was a fitting farewell for Taylor,
who bowed out of red-ball cricket
with a New Zealand record 7,683 runs,
putting him 37th in the all-time list of
the sport’s most prolific run-getters.
“I wanted to finish with a win and
the guys definitely gave that to me,”
Taylor said.
“The way we came out and bowled
and put them under pressure after
putting up a very good total put us in
good stead. It was an emotional game
for me, my family and friends and it
was good to get the win.”
Captain Tom Latham summed up
New Zealand’s victory as “close to the
perfect performance”.
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Srikanth, Sameer
ease into second
round at India Open
NEW DELHI: Kidambi Srikanth registered a convincing victory in the opening round of the India Open at the KD
Jadhav Indoor Hall on Tuesday.
In men’s singles, Siril Verma threatened to take the match to Srikanth by
closing the gap at 9-9 following a slow
start. But once the world championships silver medallist stepped on the
pedal and began controlling the rallies, the result was a foregone conclusion. Srikanth won by 21-17, 21-10.
“First rounds are really tough and
especially when you are playing a fellow Indian are much tougher,” said
Srikanth while explaining the time
needed to get going in the opening
game.Srikanth will now face Denmark’s Kim Brunn, who defeated
India’s Subhankar Dey 21-19, 18-21,
21-14 in one hour and 15 minutes.
In another men’s match Sameer
Verma defeated his brother Sourabh
Verma 21-7, 21-7. World champion and
fifth seed Loh Kean Yew came from a
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India captain Virat Kohli batted watchfully on Day One of the third Test against South Africa in Cape Town on Tuesday.

Skipper Kohli stands
tall against South Africa
Press Trust of India
sportm@hindustantimes.com

CAPE TOWN: India skipper Virat Kohli

negotiated a phase of high quality
fast bowling, especially by Kagiso
Rabada, to take his side to 141 for
four at tea on Day One of the third
and final Test against South Africa
here on Tuesday.
Cheteshwar Pujara (43 off 77 balls)
and Ajinkya Rahane (9 off 12 balls)
were the batters to be dismissed in
the session, which yielded 66 runs.
Kohli (40 batting off 139), who has
been found wanting against the offstump line, did play a couple of free
flowing cover drives but was more
watchful when the ball was pitched
in the fourth stump corridor.
The India skipper was batting alongside Rishabh Pant (12 batting off

llA U S T R A L I A N
Kidambi Srikanth beat Siril Verma
21-17, 21-10 on Tuesday.
AFP

game down to beat Canadian Sheng
Xiaodong 16-21, 21-4, 21-13.
Earlier, India’s Ashmita Chaliha
overcame her own anxiety and a late
fightback from her opponent to upset
fifth seed Evgeniya Kosetskaya of Russia 24-22, 21-16.In the day’s other
matches in the opening session, K Sai
Prateekh and Gayatri Gopichand
defeated Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Castro 21-16, 16-21, 21-17 while
men’s doubles top seeds Mohammad
Ahsan and Hendra Setiawan beat
Prem Singh Chouhan and Rajesh
Verma 21-18, 21-10.

IN TIMEl

Sofiane Boufal celebrates after scoring in the 83rd minute to give Morocco a
1-0 win over Ghana during their Group C match of the Africa Cup of Nations
in Yaounde, Cameroon, on Monday.
REUTERS

AFP

30) at the break.
South African pacers, particularly
Rabada, asked plenty of questions to
the batters with the flood lights operating at Newlands underneath an
overcast sky.
Kohli, who got off the mark
with a delightful cover drive in the
morning, hit another majestic one off
Marco Jansen in the afternoon
besides a six he collected from a mistimed pull off Rabada.
Rabada breathed fire in his sevenover spell but Kohli was able to
see it off with required patience and
discipline. Pujara once again
showed positive intent but was
undone by a beauty from Jansen that
angled in from round the wicket and
straightened just enough to take the
outside edge.
Rahane, who has shown sublime

touch all through the series but has
not been able to convert the starts,
was caught behind after Rabada got
one to straighten from good length.
In the morning session, India
fought their way to 75 for two after
losing their openers early. Kohli,
back to lead the side after missing the
second Test, opted to bat on a pitch
with decent amount of grass and
clouds hovering over the spectacular
Newlands ground.
The South African pace combo of
Rabada and Duanne Olivier made
good use of the conditions in the first
hour by removing Mayank Agarwal
(15 off 35) and K L Rahul (12 off 35)
respectively. Rabada, playing his 50th
Test, targeted the off stump channel
consistently while Olivier was able to
bring the ball back in sharply on a
pitch with good bounce and carry.

The in-form Rahul, who has been
brilliant at leaving the ball of late,
poked at a rising delivery on the off
stump and nicked it to the wicketkeeper. Agarwal’s tendency to play
the ball with hard hands led to his
downfall as Rabada induced a thick
edge off his bat with Aiden Markram
doing the rest at second slip.
Agarwal was dropped in the
slips on 0 off Rabada in the third
over of the innings. With India in a
spot of bother at 33 for two, Kohli
and Pujara got together and steadied
the ship.
Pujara was quick to put away the
loose balls and his innings comprised
four boundaries, including a pull shot
off Olivier. Kohli took 15 balls to get
off the mark but it was worth the wait
as he leaned into a beautiful cover
drive off Jansen.

TATA GROUP
REPLACES VIVO AS
IPL TITLE SPONSORS
FOR TWO YEARS

OPENl

Djokovic gets down to business
but visa concerns loom large
Associated Press

Press Trust of India

sportm@hindustantimes.com

sportm@hindustantimes.com

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic held a
practice session at Melbourne Park on
Tuesday, his second day out of detention, focusing on his Australian Open
title defence while still facing the
prospect of deportation because he’s
not vaccinated for Covid-19.
The top-ranked Djokovic hit the
show courts within hours of winning
a legal battle Monday against the cancellation of his visa, based on procedural grounds. He returned on Tuesday afternoon for a closed practice,
with doors locked and only his support team allowed into Rod Laver
Arena. Aerial images taken by Australian TV networks from a helicopter
showed the nine-time Australian
Open winner back at work, less than a
week before the first Grand Slam of
the year is due to start.
Video showed Djokovic hitting
shots from behind the baseline, taking
feedback from his coach, and stretching beside the court with a trainer on
a sunny but mild summer afternoon.
Soon after, organisers released the
seedings for the Australian Open tournament, and Djokovic was listed at No
1 for the men’s singles draw.
While he’s trying to make up time
after spending four days confined to
an immigration detention hotel, Djokovic is conscious he could again have
his visa revoked. Immigration Minister Alex Hawke is considering exercising his power to deport the 34-yearold Serbian under separate legislation,
assessing a medical exemption that
the unvaccinated Djokovic relied on to
fly into Melbourne and the informa-

NEW DELHI: One of India’s largest
business conglomerates, the Tata
Group, will replace Chinese mobile
manufacturer Vivo as the Indian Premier League’s (IPL) title sponsor for
the next two years.
As per reliable sources, the Tatas
will be paying around ₹670 crore for
two years of title sponsorship while
Vivo will pay a total of ₹454 crore for
termination of contract which makes
it a win-win situation for the BCCI as
it is set to earn ₹1,124 crore for seasons 2022 and 2023 respectively.
“Yes, Tata group is coming in as
IPL title sponsor,” IPL chairman Brijesh Patel confirmed the development to PTI.
BCCI secretary Jay Shah welcomed
the company in the new role. “This is
indeed a momentous occasion for the
BCCI IPL as the Tata Group is
the epitome of global Indian enterprise with an over 100 year old legacy
and operations in more than 100
countries across six continents,”
Shah was quoted as saying in a
media release.
It is learnt that Tata Group could
remain title sponsors for the IPL’s
2023 season too as that was the one
year concession given to Vivo since it
lost a season of sponsorship in 2020.
Vivo had a deal of ₹2,200 crore for
title sponsorship rights initially from
2018-2022 but after the 2020 Galwan
Valley military face-off between the
Indian and Chinese Army soldiers,
the brand took a break for a year in
view of a public backlash and
Dream11 replaced it in the IPL.

Novak Djokovic (second from left) with his team during a training session in
Melbourne on Tuesday.

tion supplied in the visa application.
The Australian Associated Press
reported the decision was not
expected on Tuesday, after Hawke’s
office issued a statement saying the
matter was still under consideration
“in line with due process”. The prime
ministers of Australia and Serbia discussed Djokovic’s precarious visa earlier Tuesday. The deportation drama
has polarised opinions and elicited
strong support for the 20-time Grand
Slam winner in his native Serbia.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison and
his Serbian counterpart, Ana Brnabic,
agreed in their telephone conversation to keep in touch over the disputed
visa, Morrison’s office said.
“The PM explained our non-discriminatory border policy and its role
in protecting Australia during the

AFP

Covid-19 pandemic,” Morrison’s office
said in a statement.
Brnabic asked Morrison to ensure
Djokovic was treated with dignity,
Radio Television of Serbia reported.
“The (Serbian) prime minister especially emphasized the importance of
the conditions for training and physical preparation for the upcoming
competition, considering that Novak
Djokovic was not allowed to train in
the previous days,” RTS reported.
Djokovic posted an image of himself and three members of his team at
Melbourne Park on Tuesday on social
media. “I’m pleased and grateful that
the Judge overturned my visa cancellation. Despite all that has happened,
I want to stay and try to compete
@AustralianOpen. I remain focused
on that,” Djokovic tweeted.

